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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C, — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London; ” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 47. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 





Date. Page. 








Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... ae ane ...| 24th Sept. 1908 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... ons} AER 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople ont a a 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 

American make, sold in Bahia ... — _ oe - 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. wl oe - 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm | 

in Argentina... ..- | 16th July 
Shelf Hardware of American make ‘sold in Canada as tS a 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung ote eee eee cos] 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow 35 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from ‘Coquilho Nuts. 

grown in Brazil - . | 25th June 662 
Bolts and Wire-cutting “Pincers of German ‘make, sold i in | 

Yokohama .. aa ea od on | “Ge “ss 491 
Native-made Woollens from Konia.. ons oe 28th May 467 
Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from “ Megass ” 9” 471 
Coffee produced in Angola ... oe cee won 2ist “ 419 








* * Particulars are given on p. 11 cnmetiied the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 


Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of India, the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices, will be found on 
pp. 47-8. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
* Rails and Fish- tenders for the supply of—(1) rails and fish- 
, plates, bearing plates and coach-screws ; (2) 
plates, Bearing tramway material. ‘The conditions of contract 
Plates and Coach- b y iadead reer wet 

screws: Tram.  2Y be obtained on app ication to the Director- 
ial Material General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S. W., 
y ‘at which office tenders for either of the con- 

tracts are to be delivered by 2 p.m. on the 13th October, 1908. 
Copies of the specifications and conditions may be consulted by 
British contractors on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Beard of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
: Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17 
rng Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence further 

q } information regarding them may be obtained: — 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm manufacturing machine tools of all descriptions 
desire to enter into relations with Canadian firms with a view of 
increasing business connections with the Dominion. 

Enquiry has been made by a London firm for the names of some 
Canadian shippers of apples. 

A London firm manufacturing fancy leather goods wish to 
increase their trade with Canada. 

Enquiry has been received from a London firm manufacturing 
gold leaf, bronze powder, aluminium powder and aluminium paint 
for the names of some Canadian firms in the trade who might be 
likely purchasers. 

Enquiry has been made for the names of some Canadian canoe 
builders or of their United Kingdom agents. 

A Coventry firm manufacturing cycles and motor-cycles for 
export are desirous of increasing their business connections with 
Canada. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Toronto correspondent desires to get into touch with some 

first-class United Kingdom firms who may wish to increase their 
trade with Canada in all kinds of electrical equipment used in the 
generation, transmission and distribution of urban and suburban 
power and submarine power. 
_ An Ontario canning company desire to get into communication 
immediately with two or three reliable commission merchants in 
London to whom a consignment of canned goods could be sent for 
disposal. 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

* * * * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm desire agents in Canada to introduce their 
popular brands of cocoa and tea. 

A West of England firm ask for the addresses of Canadian 
manufacturers of three-ply veneer. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A company manufacturing cycles wish to appoint Canadian 
resident agents. 

An application has been received for the addresses of Canadian 
manufacturers of wooden discs for mineral-water bottles. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A firm of importers and manufacturers’ agents in Montreal would 
like to secure the agency of some first-class manufacturers of men’s 
lined and unlined gloves and mitts who is not already represented 
in the Dominion. 

A correspondent in Vancouver is willing to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of building supplies seeking business in 
British Columbia. 

A business man from Vancouver who is at present in London 
wishes to represent a manufacturer of screw-top bottles for beer. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NATAL: 


The “Cape Argus” of 26th August publishes a Reuter’s telegram 
; : from.Maritzburg stating that a motion 
Rolling Lona ae apg ma was recently carried Sn the Natal 
calor ne * 7 Assembly to the effect that all rolling 
Manufactured in the Colony. stock, other than engines, required for 
the railways, and also, so far as possible, all materials for public 
service, are to be manufactured in the Colony. 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the 
Hichsided Government of Southern Nigeria, invite ten- 
7, ders for the supply of fifty 38-feet highsided 

__— wagons. Forms of tender and all particulars 
may be obtained on application at the office of the Crown Agents, 

Whitehall Gardens, London, 8.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. 

and 4 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.) on payment of a deposit 

of 11., returnable on receipt of a bond fide tender for the whole or 
part of the supplies required. Tenders are to be delivered in 
sealed envelopes, addressed to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 

Whitehall Gardens, S.W., not later than noon on the 14th October, 

1908, endorsed “ Tender for Highsided Wagons.” The Crown 


Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 
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NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr, I. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 

; _ reports that the Norwegian State Railways 
ee . have issued invitations ‘for tenders for the 
reanipey soe a following contracts * :— 

wars 1. The supply of six station clocks after the 
model of the clock at Roikenvik Station, the face diameter of 
which is 56°5 cm., with works 31 cm. in height—tenders to be 
marked “ Anbud paa leveranse av Stationsure,” and delivered to 
‘‘Styrelsens for Statsbanernes Expeditionskontor, Christiania,” by 
3 p.m. on the 16th October. 

2. The supply of 32,100 kilogs. of galvanised iron wire 
(27,000 kilogs. of 4 mm. diameter and 5,100 kilogs. of 3 mm. 
diameter), and &,500 insulators—tenders to be marked “ Anbud 
paa Telegrafmateriel,” and delivered to “Styrelsens for Stats- 
banernes Expeditionskontor, Christiania,’ by 3 p.m. on the 16th 
October. 

Copies of the specifications and conditions (in Norwegian) may 
be consulted by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul also reports that the Norwegian Director of Roads 
has issued a call for tenders* for the supply and 
Iron Bridges. erection of two iron bridges. Tenders are to be 
marked “‘ Anbud paa Jernfagverksbroer” and 
are to be delivered at Veidirektérens Kontor, Christiania, by noon 
on the 12th October. 
Copies of the specifications and conditions (in Norwegian) 
together with drawings, may also be consulted at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, as above. 





SWEDEN, 


The Acting British Consul at Stockholm (Mr. W. Sterling) reports 
Woollen Cloth that tenders are invited up to the 27th October 
Sailcloth an 2 for the supply to the Swedish Army of 100,000 
Cooking Utensils metres of grey (woollen) cloth, 10,000 aluminium 
ookmmg Vvensi’s- cooking utensils, 20,000 metres of woollen 
cloth for foot coverings, and 57,000 metres of sailcloth, 85 cm. 
wide, for tents. 

Mr. Sterling has forwarded several copies of the form of contract, 
and copies may be obtained (until the supply is depleted) by British 
manufacturers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
at which address samples of the articles required may also be 
inspected. 

* Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 15 per cent. is 
given to Norwegian manufacturers. In all cases of Norwegian Government con- 
tracts it is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 
agent to be a Norwegian firm. 











Qt 
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GERMANY, 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin has forwarded a copy of the condi- 
tions of tender for the supply to the Prussian 
Metals. State Railway Directorate there of the following 
materials :—105,400 kilos. of tin, in seven lots ; 
13,200 kilos. of antimony, in six lots; 75,100 kilos. of sheet zinc, 
in six lots; 53,000 kilos. of pig lead, in six lots; 11,300 kilos. of 
zinc, in five lots; and 25,300 kilos. of rolled lead, in four lots. 
Delivery is to be effected at the Railway Works at Tempelhof, 
Eberswalde, Kénigsberg (Prussia), Halle-on-Saale, Cottbus, Mag- 
deburg-Buckau, Schneidemiihl, Dirschau, Osterode (Prussia), 
Delitsch, Bromberg, Berlin 2, and Stargard (Pomerania). 

Sealed tenders, inscribed ‘‘ Angebot auf Zinn,” or as the case 
may be, must be delivered at ‘“‘ Das Zentralbureau, Zimmer 257, 
1-4 Schéneberger Ufer, Berlin, W. 35,” not later than 9.30 a.m. 
on the 9th October. 

Forms and conditions of tender may be obtained at the above- 
mentioned ‘“ Zentralbureau ” on payment of 6d. each in cash, or 
65d. by postal order. 

A copy of the conditions (in German) may be inspected by 
British merchants interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) has received an application 

Application for Price from an art dealer in that city for manu- 

serene: or Renseligei facturers’ price lists of silver and leather 

Sith Wakes Meni fancy goods. The price lists should be 
y * sent to the British Consulate at Stettin. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 26th September notifies 
ieee that tenders will be opened at the Bourse de 
— Commerce (Salle de l’Union syndicale), Brussels, 
amen at 11 a.m. on the 14th October, for the supply of 
galvanised iron wire, copper wire, cables, rods, screws, ironwork, 
iron bolts, porcelain insulators, &c., &c., for the use of the Belgian 
Telegraph Administration. The conditions, &c., may be obtained 
at the Bureau des Adjudications, Rue des Augustins 15, Brussels. 





SPAIN: 


Ths ‘“Gacetas de Madrid” of the 26th and 27th September 
Workine of announce calls for tenders for working the 
Tel es telephone systems (a) of Jerez de la Frontera 

ne and (b) of the town of Almeria, for a period of 
pystems. fifteen years. The concessionaires will be 
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authorised to modify and extend either system, as may be neces- 
sary, within a radius of 15 kiloms. Tenders will be received at 
the Direccién general de Correos y Telégrafos, Madrid, until noon 
on the 26th October for the first contract and on the 27th October 
for the second. A deposit of 2,000 pesetas will be required in 
each case. Local representation is necessary. 

The ‘“ Gacetas,” containing further information, may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested, on application at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





ITALY: 


The Board of Trade have received from the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce in London a copy of the conditions 


Leer agg and rules of the international competition for 
p roan! automatic coupling apparatus for railway 
i i” wagons,” organised by the National College of 

A Se i Italian Railway Engineers, Via delle Muratte 70, 

Rp oe Ww Rome. ‘The competition will be closed on the 

alway wagons. 31st December next. ° 


The conditions and rules (in English) may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Bulletin” for August-September-October of the French 

naidiiitidimatiii Chamber of Commerce at Milan reports the 

of In a following inducements to the establishment of 
edeeeal industrial undertakings in Italy :—- 

— (1) The Communal Council of Candela (Biella) 
have offered a bounty of 50,000 lire (about 2,000/.) to the manu- 
facturer who shall establish in that Commune a factory employing 
300 workpeople ; preference will be given to one connected with the 
wool industry; (2) the Municipality of Vercelli, in co-operation 
with the Savings-bank of that town, offer a bounty of 150,000 lire 
(about 6,000/.) to the firm who shall establish there a factory 
employing 300 workpeople, the factory to be exempt from com- 
munal taxes for ten years, and to have the use, on special conditions, 
of considerable electric power ; (3) the Savings-bank of Bra (Cuneo) 
offer a bounty of 60,000 lire (about 2,400/.) for the establishment 
of a new industry in that town, the Municipality undertaking 
to provide gratuitously the necessary land or to give a subvention 
of not less than 22,000 lire (about 880/.). 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 13th August, p. 307. 
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ITALY (SICILY). 


The Acting British Consul at Palermo (Mr. W. A. Morrison) reports 
that a concession has been granted by the 
Italian Government to the “Societa Elettrica 
della Sicilia Orientale” (of Milan) for the appro- 
priation of water from the river Cassibile for a 
term of 30 years, for the generation of electric power. The river 
derives its supply of water from the mountains of Canicattini 
Bagni, and empties into the sea near the village of Cassibile 
between Syracuse and Avola. The difference of level is 300 
metres, and the supply of water is calculated to develop a force of 
5,000 horse power. The objects of the ‘‘Societaé” are to supply 
electric power for private enterprise, and to construct and work 
electric tramways between Syracuse and some of the towns in 
that Province. The necessary outlay for the purchase of plant and 
the construction of canals and reservoirs is estimated at two 
million lire (about 80,000/). The work is to be completed by the 
end of 1909. 


Electric Power 
and 
Tramway Plant. 





CRETE. 


Referring to the notice on p. 361 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 20th August, in which it was stated that 
Peruvian Guano. the Cretan Government had voted a sum of 
115,000 francs (4,600/.) for the purchase of 
Peruvian guano, the British Vice-Consul at Canea (Mr. E. C, 
Wyldbore Smith) now reports that tenders are invited for the 
supply of 500 tons of animal Peruvian guano of the “type” 7 
by 10 by 2, we. containing 7 parts of azote, 10 parts of 
phosphorus and 2 parts of potash, similar to samples deposited in 
the offices of the Prefectures of Canea, Rethymo and Candia. The 
adjudication of tenders will take place on the 14th October, 1908, 
between the hours 10 a.m. and 12 (noon), at the office of the 
Prefectures of Canea, Rethymo and Candia. Every tender mustte 
accompanied by a certificate from the Public Treasury or the Bank 
of Crete, to the effect that a sum of 240/. has been deposited in 
cash or in bonds of the Bank of Crete, as guarantee. The price of 
tender for the guano must not exceed the sum of francs 230 per 
ton, and must include, besides the actual cost of the manure (c.i.f. 
Canea), freight, unloading, commission, insurance and every other 
expense incurred up to the time of handing over the manure to the 
Government, according to the instructions of Customs Authorities. 
Foreigners may tender on the condition of their compliance 
with the laws of the country and the dispositions of the present 
decree. 
The guano must be delivered on the 13th November, 1908—160 
tons at Canea, 100 tons at Rethymo, 140 tons at Candia and 100 
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tons at San Nicholas. It must be delivered in “ double” sacks of 
50 kilos. each, and must be accompanied by an official certificate of 
chemical analysis from the country from which it is sent stating 
that it contains 7 parts of azote, 10 of phosphorus and 2 of potash. 
An analysis will also be made in the Cretan laboratories. 

The adjudication and contract expenses will be at the expense of 
the contractor. 





PANAMA. 


Articles in See notice on p. 10. 


Demand. 





BRAZIL: 


The British Vice-Consul at Pernambuco reports a call for tenders 
Water Supply by the Government of the State of Parahyba 
Seatenee ’ — forthe construction and working of a system of 
a Lichtin water supply, drainage and lighting for the town 
~ = . 5 of Parahyba in accordance with the conditions 
of Parahyba. = which shall appear most advantageous to the 
Government. Tenders, written in Portuguese, must be presented in 
duplicate, and a deposit of five contos of reis (about 300/.) is 
required as a guarantee, to be increased by the successful tenderer 
to 20 contos (about 1,200/.). Tenders will be received within a 
a period of 90 days from the 27th August at the General Secretarial 
Office of the Government of the State, Parahyba. 





VENEZUELA: 


The ‘ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 26th September 

Plant for Stearic 22Bounces the publication in the ‘“ Gaceta 

Acid Factory Oficial” of Venezuela of the text of a contract 

‘ granting certain privileges in connection with 

the establishment in Venezuela of one or more stearic acid 

factories. The import duties on stearic acid are to be increased 

and those on tallow diminished, with the object of encouraging the 
manufacture of candles in the Republic. 





EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have been notified that the thirty-second 
Stanley Show annual exhibition of cycles, motor cycles, motor 

| we hes vehicles, components, accessories, parts and 
machinery used in their manufacture will be 

held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N., from 
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UNITED KINGDOM — continued. 


20th to 28th November, inclusive. Applications for particulars 
should be addressed to E. A. Lamb, Esq., Managing Director and 
Secretary, Stanley Show, Limited, 19, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 


The Board have also been notified that an International Shoe and 

a ee ee Leather Fair will be held at the Agricultural 

Shoe and Hall, London, N., from the 2nd to the 7th Nov- 

coitus tile ember next. ‘The offices of the Fair are at 40, 
Finsbury Square, E.C. 





GERMANY: 


With reference to the notice on p. 634 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 25th June, relative to the establish- 


te pean ment by the permanent Exhibitions Commission 
Exhibitions . . ; 
“0 for German Industries of a special committee 
Commission for : . 
for the purpose of safeguarding the colonial 
German . 1 . Ts . 
. interests of German industries in the various 
Industries. 


exhibitions, a further communication has now 
been received from H.M. Embassy at Berlin reporting that the 
permanent Exhibitions Commission is not a Government Com- 
mission, but was founded at the end of 1906, with the consent of 
the Imperial Authorities, by five large industrial associations, each 
of which delegated five members of their directorates to the 
Commission. The German Government Departments, including 
all Diplomatic and Consular Missions, have been instructed to 
afford the Commission all the help in their power. ‘The objects of 
the Commission are to study the general question of exhibitions 
and disseminate information regarding them, to study the credentials 
of proposed exhibitions and to warn German interests in the case 
of unreliable ones. 





JAPAN. 


Referring to the notice on p. 509 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 10th September and to previous notices, 


roel ig] Telative to the Tokio International Exhibition, 
Takeruasional HM. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. 
Pe a F. Crowe) now reports the publication in the 
case Japanese Official Gazette of a notification that 
the Exhibition in question, which was to have 


been held in the year 1912, has been postponed until 1917. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Panama.—H.M. Minister at Panama (Mr. C. C. Mallet, C.M.G.), 
writing on the subject of the import trade of the Republic, remarks 
that there are many commodities in which the British Empire is 
not represented as well as it should be, and the attention of British 
manufacturers is specially invited to the following articles :— 
Ammunition, automobiles, boots and shoes, carts, carriages, cement, 
drugs and chemicals, watches and clocks, clothing, electrical 
apparatus, soft felt hats, fire apparatus, furniture, haberdashery, 
iron piping, iron safes, lamps, machinery, rice, sewing machines, 
soaps, stationery, stoves, tools, tinware, toys, typewriters and wire 
fencing. 

Mr. Mallet continues :— “‘ If the commercial agents who periodi- 
cally visit this Republic could arrange to combine in their 
business transactions some of the articles comprised in this list, 
instead of confining orders to a limited class of goods, it would 
swell the total of British exports and increase the profits of their 
travels. As it is, the imports from the United Kingdom in 1907 
show a decrease of 9,9711/., whilst the German increase amounted 
to 59,405/. This increase is attributed partly to imports of rice, 
which is now purchased in Hamburg and brought to Colon in 
German steamers, and partly to the influence of local German 
commission agencies who exhibit samples and seek and take 
orders from house to house, however small they may be, and 
in this way make the people familiar with German products. . . . 

Manchester goods are still appreciated for their excellent qualities, 
but a few grades of woollen goods and a low grade of linen goods 
have displaced British goods somewhat. The preponderating 
value of American trade in duty-paid goods is due to the proximity 
of the American ports and more especially to the increasing 
demand for provisions which cannot be obtained so expeditiously 
or so cheaply from another source.” 


NOTICE TO BRITISH TRADERS (TURKEY). 


Information which may be of value having been received at the 
Board of Trade from a trustworthy source with reference to a 
certain trader (would-be importer) at Constantinople, further parti- 
culars will, at the discretion of the Director, be communicated, 
in confidence, to British firms interested, on personal application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NOTICE TO BRITISH TRADERS (SWEDEN). 


Information which may be of value having been received at the 
Board of Trade from a trustworthy source with reference to a 
certain trader (shipper) at Gothenburg, further particulars will, at 
the discretion of the Director, be communicated, in confidence, to 
British firms interested, on personal application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings for abroad British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first ‘be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is lds. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 





AUTUMNAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


A special meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce 
of the United Kingdom was held at Park Hall, Park Place, Cardiff, 
on the 15th and 16th September, the chair being taken each day 
by the Right Hon. Lord Brassey, G.C.B. (President). Resolutions 
were passed on the following subjects, viz., Ministry of Commerce, 
Telephone Rates, Telephone Committee’s Report, Transfer of Con- 
sols, Bankruptcy Law Amendment, Registration of Firms, Foreign 
Parcel Post, Postal Reforms, Cable Rates, Telegraphic Communica- 
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Autumnal Meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce. 





tion between Hull and the Continent, Telegraphic Rate to Sweden, 
Post Office Savings Bank, Underground Cables, Bank Charter Act, 
Foreign Tariffs, Anglo-French Treaty of Commerce, European 
Inter-State Tariffs, International Conferences—-Commercial Repre- 
sentation, International Exhibitions, Commercial Arbitration, Coal 
Mines (Eight Hours) Bill, Direct Payment of Local Rates, Railway 
and Canal Traffic Commission—General Railway Classification, 
Municipal Franchise for Limited Companies and Corporations, 
Income Tax—Allowances for Depreciation of Machinery, Indian 
Trade Mark Registration, Rating of Machinery, Anglo-Portuguese 
Treaty, Railway Rates—Owner’s Risk, Light Dues. 





INDIAN COAL OUTPUT AND TRADE 


With reference to the article on pp. 610-11 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 24th September, respecting the mineral output 
of India, the following statistics, showing the quantity of coal 
mined in the various provinces of India, the quantity consumed 
by Indian railways, the quantity exported by sea and the quantity 
of foreign coal imported, are taken from the Administration 
Report on the Railways in India for 1907 :— 























a 1906. | 1907. 
| 
Coal mined in— | Tons. Tons. 
Bengal ... jee .--| 8,617,820 9,993,348 
Central Provinces all 92,848 134,088 
Assam ote st 285,490 295,795 
Central India ... 170,292 178,588 
Nizam’s Territory 467,924 414,221 
Punjab ... 73,129 60,749 
Baluchistan ” _ 42,164 42,488 
Rajputana (Bikaner) ... 32,372 28,062 
Burma ... ; : 1,222 Nil 
Total production 9,783,251 | 11,147,339 
Indian coal consumed by railways in India 2,878,281 3,343,219 
Indian coal exported by sea to— 
Indian ports, excluding Burma ees ose 1,830.793 1,865,056 
Ports outside India, including Burma 1,394,732 1,040,242 
Foreign coal imported into India from— 
United Kingdom jae coe dee 0 wee 199,215 227,176 
Other countries ses coe 27,150 74,412 
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YIELD OF LAC IN INDIA. 


The “Indian Trade Journal” of 3rd September publishes the 
following particulars of the yield of lac in Bengal, Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, the Central Provinces and Berar, and the United Pro- 
vinces, comprising the results of enquiries made by the Commercial 
Intelligence Department of India :— 

Bengal.—Chota Nagpur and the Sonthal Pergunnahs are the 
chief lac-producing areas in Bengal, but no estimate of areas of 
reserved and protected forests in which lac is grown is procurable. 

Eastern Bengal and Assam.—There are no reliable statistics of the 
area planted with lac-producing trees in Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
and it is difficult to form an idea of the yield of lac per acre. Lac 
is grown in Assam principally: first, on Ficus trees, and, secondly, 
on Arhar and several other shrubs in jhum™ land. The Ficus 
trees are usually planted on the borders of fields as in Kamrup and 
Darrang or on trees growing wild in the forests. The Ficus trees 
will yield from 30 seers to 2 maunds of stick-lac, but as the trees 
are not grown in compact areas,"it is not possible to estimate accu- 
rately how much lac can be obtained from an acre, 12 maunds a year 
being a rough estimate. It is stated that an acre of jhum land, if 
fully planted with Arhar or any of the other lac-growing shrubs, 
would contain fully 500 trees, and each of these might yield from 
1 to 2 seers of lac. Some would yield up to 5 seers, if nothing 
untoward happened. ‘Taking the average at 1 seer, an acre would 
yield 500 seers, that is 124 maunds of lac. 

In the Garo Hills, so far as information is available, lac is raised 
only in the northern range and exported to Calcutta. No lac is 
grown in the southern part of the Garo Hills. 

The exports of lac from Eastern Bengal and Assam during 
1906-7 amounted to a total of 45,028 maunds, all the lac having 
been sent to Bengal, chiefly Calcutta. The exports for 1904-5 and 
1905-6 are estimated at 38,986 maunds and 36,413 maunds respec- 
tively. These exports included small quantities originally imported 
into the province from Bhutan and Towang and the Aka and 
Datla hills, beyond the limits of the British territory. The total 
area in which lac is grown in the Province is stated to be less than 
4,000 acres. 

Central Provinces and Berar.—The total area in the Central 
Provinces is approximately 509,840 acres, the South Chanda and 
North Chanda divisions being responsible for 395,000 acres 
and 37,000 acres,’ respectively. These very large areas show 
that the lac grows on scattered trees throughout the area. The 
yield of stick-lac from Government forests in the Northern Circle 
is estimated at 914 maunds during 1906-7, as against 954 maunds 
during 1905-6. The yield from tracts outside Government forests 
was 1,153 maunds during 1906-7, as compared with 1,258 maunds 
during 1905-6. The total yield of stick-lac in the Southern Circle 
from both Government and revenue forests during 1906-7 was, 





* A system of cult:vation on land where the forest has been burnt. 
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roughly, 36,408 maunds, as against 44,964 maunds during the 
previous year. 

In Berar no lac is grown in the Amraoti and Akola divisions. 
No information is available about the yield of stick-lac from the 
Government forests of Nimar and Buldana divisions, as the right to 
collect lac was leased. The yield of Arhar lac from the remaining 
divisions was 44,517 seers during 1906-7, as against 27,009 seers 
in 1905-6. Very little information about the quantity of lac grown 
outside the Government forests is available. 

United Provinces—In 1905-6 some experiments were made 
in the Western Circle on about 50 trees in the Barkala 
range, but the stick-lac obtained was used for experimenting on 
other trees, and the exact amount collected is not known. In 
1906-7 the Forest Department sold lac of the Barkala range to a 
contractor for three years at Rs.50 per annum. A hundred acres, 
moreover, were leased to a resident of Dehra who pays the Depart- 
ment 14 annas per acre, his contract extending over three years. 

40 Seers = 1 Maund = 822 lbs. av. 





FRONTIER TRADE OF INDIA IN 1907-8. 


The following particulars of the frontier trade of India have 
been extracted from the ‘“‘ Review of the Trade of India in 1907-8 ” 
by Mr. C. W. E. Cotton, Officiating Director-General of Commer- 
cial Intelligence at Calcutta :— 

The value of the trade across the land frontiers of India, though 
it represents only 4°3 per cent. of the whole foreign trade of 
India, is characterised by steady progress, the total value of 
merchandise and treasure imported and exported amounting, in 
1907-8, to Rs. 15,54,10,102 (about 10,360,673/.), as compared 
with Rs. 14,13,90,673 (about 9,426,045/.) in 1906-7. The valua- 
tion of frontier trade is still, however, difficult and defective, 
especially as regards treasure. 

The geographical distribution of trade (merchandise only) was 
as follows during the last two years :— 














— 1906-7. | 1907-8. 
Thousands of | Thousands of 

N.W. Frontier— Rupees. | Rupees. 
Afghanistan—Southern and Western.. “ 1,15,78 | 1,17,11 
—Northern and Eastern .. seh 93,74 98,62 
Dir, ‘Swat and anger sit ioe 146 sie 1,19,03 1,29,53 
Persia pee me one ons on 5,39 9,91 
Ladakh ... od weil fm ae - 7,67 11,06 

N. & bn E. Frontier— 

Tibet ie és 35,06 40,21 
Nepal here Se 4,93,08 
Sikkim and ‘Bhutan sen - on ode 25,96 22,17 

E. Frontier— 
Western China ... “aa ae sxe ee 53,42 57,97 
North Shan States see er see bed 1,09,38 1,45,65 
South Shan States _ — ~ si 1,05.29 | 1,20,96 
Karenni ... _ a nome — 24,91 20.79 


North Siam nee _ _ nn oonl 33,50 ) 37,85 
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Afghanistan.—-Of the total figures of the trade with this country 
imports represent 45 per cent. and exports 55 percent. From 
Kabul were sent increased quantities of fruits and nuts (Rs. 11°81 
lakhs against Rs. 10°97 lakhs) of improved quality, drugs 
and medicines (Rs. 3:28 lakhs against Rs. 2°77 lakhs), ghi 
(Rs. 3°55 lakhs against Rs. 2°56 lakhs), and animals. There was 
a fall in the exports of cotton piece-goods, but the value of cotton 
yarns, chiefly foreign, slightly increased. The decline in the 
exports of tea to Kabul still continued, but the proportion of 
Indian tea improved at the expense of foreign tea. There was a 
slight advance in the total of leather goods exported. The imports 
of fruits and nuts from Kandahar decreased from Rs. 22°70 lakhs 
in 1906-7 to Rs. 16°87 lakhs in 1907-8. Raw wool, which accounts 
for more than one-half of the imports from Kandahar, also decreased 
from Rs. 39°06 lakhs to Rs. 33°91 lakhs. Exports to Kandahar 
showed continued increases, especially foreign piece-goods, which 
increased from Rs. 18°80 lakhs in 1906-7 to Rs, 22°40 lakhs in 
1907-8. 

Dir, Swat and Bajaur.—There was an increase of 14 per cent. in 
the imports from these countries, bringing the total to Rs. 53°54 
lakhs. This was chiefly due to an increase of over 90 per cent. in 
the import of grain and pulse, due no doubt to scarcity and to high 
prices in Northern India. This trade is now valued at almost 
Rs. 20 lakhs. Hides and skins imported increased from Rs. 5 to 
Rs. 8 lakhs, but there was a decrease of 39 per cent. in the imports 
of timber. The exports rose from Rs. 67 81 lakhs to Rs. 70-99 
lakhs. 

Ladakh.—The total trade with Ladakh, amounting to Rs. 11°06 
lakhs, increased by 44 per cent. on the figures of the previous year, 
entirely accounted for by larger imports, chiefly of charas, a 
preparation of the hemp plant; the value of the imports of this 
article increased from Rs. 4°57 lakhs to Bs. 8°38 lakhs. Cotton 
piece-goods form the bulk of the exports to this State, though 
there was a decline in value of 33 per cent. compared with the 
previous year. 

Nepal.—The chief imports into India were rice (Rs. 85°33 lakhs 
against Rs. 63°05 lakhs), paddy (Rs. 62°50 lakhs against Rs. 46°26 
lakhs), cattle (Rs. 20°64 lakhs against Rs. 26°74 lakhs), rape and 
mustard (Rs. 26°38 lakhs against Rs. 25°23 lakhs), raw jute 
(Rs. 20 lakhs against Rs. 17°67 lakhs), and ghi (Rs. 26°27 lakhs 
against Rs. 22°09 lakhs). The chief exports to Nepal were cotton 
piece-goods, which decreased from Rs. 52°52 lakhs to Rs. 50°33 
lakhs, cotton twist and yarn, which increased from Rs. 14°47 
lakhs to Rs. 16°61 lakhs, metals, salt, spices and sugar. 

Sikkim and Bhutan.—The trade with Sikkim grew from Rs. 12 
lakhs to Rs. 16 lakhs, and was generally brisk, while that with 
Bhutan declined from Rs. 13°92 lakhs to Rs. 5°95 lakhs. Sikkim 
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supplied grain to the value of Rs. 3:89 lakhs, against Rs. 3°73 lakhs 
in the previous year, and fruits, &c. (Rs. 1:42 lakhs against Rs. 1:2 
lakhs). The chief imports from Bhutan were timber, which 
decreased from Rs. 7°29 lakhs to Rs. 0°21 lakhs, and fruits, which 
decreased from Rs. 1°06 lakhs to Rs. 0°67 lakhs. The exports to 
Sikkim showed marked improvement, rising from Rs. 5:25 lakhs to 
Rs. 7°98 lakhs. They consisted chiefly of grain (Rs. 1°41 lakhs), 
cotton piece-goods, chiefly Indian (Rs. 1°54 lakhs), and salt 
(Rs. 0°30 lakhs). The exports to Bhutan decreased to Rs. 2°54 lakhs, 
and of these the most important were cotton piece-goods and yarn 
(Rs. 0°96 lakhs), silk manufactures and spices. 

Tibet._-Though trade with Tibet has still to contend with diff- 
culties in the matter of communications it has steadily improved 
during the last two years. The total trade rose from Rs. 35°06 
lakhs to Rs. 40°21 lakhs; the exports rose by 8°6 per cent. to 
Rs. 16°88 lakhs, the principal articles being cotton piece-goods 
(Rs. 4 lakhs) and yarn (Rs. 59 lakhs). Other important articles 
were grain (Rs. 2°61 lakhs), coral (Rs. 0°93 lakhs), woollen 
manufactures (Rs. 1°61 lakhs), and metals (Rs. 0°71 lakhs). The 
imports of wool from Tibet increased by 44 per cent. in quantity 
and 22 per cent. in value, to 50,299 cwts. and Rs. 15:4 lakhs, 
respectively. Other principal articles were borax (Rs. 2°45 lakhs), 
salt (Rs. 1:26 lakhs), and horses, ponies and mules (Rs. 0°52 lakhs). 

Western China.—The trade registered under this head practically 
consists of the exchanges between Bhamo and the Yunnan 
Province of China, and in view of the proposal to link up 
Bhamo with Tengyeh and Talifu by railway, the figures may 
be of interest. Imports from Western China showed a small 
decrease, from Rs. 17°11 lakhs to Rs. 16°95 lakhs, while exports 
increased from Rs. 36°31 lakhs to Rs. 41°02 lakhs. Of the imports, 
opium dropped from Rs. 2:15 lakhs to Rs 1°51 lakhs in 
1907-8. Hides of cattle also decreased from Rs. 4°78 lakhs to 
Rs. 3°15 lakhs, and orpiment from Rs. 1°49 lakhs to Rs. 1°44 
lakhs, but animals, living, increased from Rs. 1°85 lakhs to Rs. 2°22 
lakhs, and lac from Rs. 0°45 lakhs to Rs. 0°72 lakhs. Of the 
exports, 53 per cent. consisted of cotton yarn (all of Indian 
manufacture), and this article increased from Rs, 20°34 lakhs to 
Rs. 21°75 lakhs. The other principal items of export were cotton 
piece-goods (Rs. 5°11 lakhs against Rs. 5°05 lakhs), raw cotton 
Rs. 3°91 lakhs), jadestone (Rs. 1°31 lakhs), provisions (Rs, 2°05 
lakhs), salt (Rs. 1°49 lakhs), and petroleum (Rs. 0°57 lakhs). 

Shan States (North and South).—The total trade with these 
States, which are Native States under British suzerainty, increased 
by 24 per cent. from Rs. 214°67 lakhs to Rs. 266°61 lakhs. The 
imports from the Northern States, consisting mainly of letpet 
(pickled tea), leaf tea, husked rice, teak and lac amounted to 
Rs. 52°74 lakhs. The exports, principally cotton piece-goods, 
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cotton yarn, provisions, salt, iron, spices and silk amounted to 
Rs. 45°98 lakhs. The imports from the Southern States, com- 
prising principally lac, teak, live animals and potatoes were 
valued at Rs. 82°04 lakhs, while the exports, chiefly cotton piece- 
goods, provisions, silk and spices, were valued at Rs. 55°13 lakhs. 

North and South Siam.—‘his trade is chiefly carried on along 
the Thingannyinaung, Kwanbi, Pa-an and Papun routes. The 
total trade with these territories increased from Rs. 43°64 lakhs to 
Rs. 48°24 lakhs, of which North Siam accounts for Rs. 37°85 lakhs. 
The chief articles of import from North Siam are teak, 
(Rs. 13°03 lakhs) and cattle (Rs. 5°49 lakhs), and from South Siam, 
manufactured silk (Rs. 3:74 lakhs). The chief exports to North 
Siant are cotton yarn and piece-guods (Rs. 6°23 lakhs) and silk 
manufactures (Rs. 3°47 lakhs). 

Karenni.—The trade with Karenni is less than Rs. 21 lakhs and 
shows a decrease of 16 per cent. on the previous year’s figures. 
The imports consisted almost entirely of teak, with a value of 
Rs. 16°46 lakhs, and among the exports the only considerable 
item is live animals, with a reduced total of Rs. 1:17 lakhs. 





COTTON AND TEA CULTIVATION IN NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE. 


The report for 1907-8 on the Nyasaland Protectorate, recently 
issued by the Colonial Office, gives the following details respecting 
the cultivation of cotton and tea in that Protectorate :— 


Cotton under European cultivation. 








Total acreage 
ro . Bi ~ Crop exported Export 
Tene. under European to 3lst March. Valuation. 
cultivation. 
| lb. £ 
1906-7 ee eee ose | 7,017 526,119 15,345 
1907-8 doe ove see | 8,659 403,486 13,999 











The results of the past year were poor both on the Highlands 
and on the lower levels. In the latter case the crops were affected 
by a drought in January, 1907, whilst the prolonged rainy season 
seriously interfered with the cropping of cotton in the Highlands, 
only 180 tons of lint being exported, the quality of which was not 
up to the usual standard of Nyasaland cotton. Cotton is now 
being thoroughly tested on 63 estates, both in the Highlands and 
on the river levels. The approximate acreage in the two regions 
is 3,200 in the Highlands, and 5,500 on the lower levels, these 
regions being quite distinct for agricultural purposes. 

(a) Highlands.—The American variety is grown successfully. 
The yield is still low, as the average per acre is only from 120 to 
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130 lbs., but with cheap labour this crop is a commercial success. 
More attention is being given to increasing the yield and raising 
the quality of the product by careful seed selection, manuring and 
good cultivation. 

(b) Lower levels—The Egyptian variety is grown in the Shire 
river districts and on Lake Nyasa, but the results so far have not 
been altogether encouraging. The plant is very susceptible to 
bacterial blight or angular leaf spot, against which no methods at 
present known to science are of the least avail as a direct remedy ; 
preventive methods only can be practised. The yield is thus 
reduced to 60 or 70 lbs. per acre, and the quality leaves much to 
be desired. . 

Cotton under Native Cultivation. 

Last season’s native crop amounted to 244 tons, or approximately 
one-third of that produced in the two previous years. Each district 
has produced much less, the fall being most noticeable in Mlanje, 
whilst the Lower Shire district has taken the premier position for 
the year. ‘The present native cotton crop, however, promises to be 
the largest yet produced. There has been a big demand for seed, 
and 17 tons have been distributed free. The natives of the Lower 
Shire district are evincing some eagerness, and the Resident has 
registered over 1,800 plots of from half to one acre under native 
cultivation, and a crop of 200 tons of cotton in the seed is expected 
from that district alone. 

The industry is still being encouraged under considerable 
disadvantages as compared with other parts of Africa, but it is 
anticipated that this season will see cotton-growing firmly estab- 
lished amongst the natives of the Protectorate. 


Tea. 

The cultivation of this product is still confined to the Mlanje 
district, where the soils and climate are well suited to its growth. 
There are now 516 acres under tea, and this area is being increased 
yearly. The crop for 1907-8 is stated to have been 24 tons, and 
94 tons are estimated for the present year. Much of the tea at 
present produced is consumed in the country. Tea cultivation is 
not taken up with eagerness by planters, as a period of five or six 
years has to elapse before any return is made on the capital 
expended. 

It is well known that the quality of tea improves as the bush 
matures, and those who tasted the locally-grown and manufactured 
article three years ago, now report that a great improvement has 
taken place in the quality. Tea cultivation requires a good deal 
of capital, but it is understood that it can be produced in Nyasaland 
at a cheaper rate than is possible in India or Ceylon. As soon, 
therefore, as Nyasaland tea obtains a footing on the London market, 
it should draw attention to that country as a possible field for the 
investment of capital. 
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SICILIAN CITRUS BY-PRODUCTS LAW. 


With reference to the notices on p. 284 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 6th August, and in previous issues, relative to the new 
Sicilian citrus by-products law and the establishment of a Chamber 
for the citrus industry, the following information received from 
the British Vice-Consul at Messina (Mr. A. J. Ogston) may be of 
interest :— 

The exportation from Messina of citrate of lime and concentrated 
lemon juice was 80°8 per cent. of the total exportation from the 
island in 1901-2, 80°3 per cent. in 1902-3, 70°2 per cent. in 
1903-4, 78°9 per cent. in 1904-5, 83 per cent. in 1905-6, and 
75 per cent. in 1906-7, and while Palermitan trade in essences is 
insignificant, Messina represents an average of 77 per cent. of the 
total exportation of the kingdom of Italy. 

The business methods prevailing in Messina province are as 
follows:—I'he merchant dealing in lemon derivatives, mainly 
citrate of lime, before the lemon crop is gathered agrees with the 
manufacturer of the citrate for a future delivery of a stated quantity 
of his products at a fixed price, advancing to him on the spot three- 
fourths of the value. With this advance the manufacturer, who 
usually carries on business on a very small scale, is enabled to buy 
from the fruit grower and to manufacture the citrus, delivering‘the 
products to the merchant in due course, and receiving the remain- 
ing one-fourth of the cost, less interest at a fair rate on the money 
advanced. This advance system is the crux of the recent trouble 
so far as Messina is concerned, anything which abolishes or mili- 
tates against it tending to throw all but a few of the larger citrus 
manufacturers out of business. 

On the strength of a law passed on 8th July, 1903, whereby certain 
banks were authorised to make advances of two-thirds of the value 
on lemon derivatives against deposit of the goods, three associations 
were formed, whose scope and object according to their charters 
was to avoid speculation and to act so as to keep prices steady and 
establish a minimum price whereby all branches of the trade 
should be able to conduct a steady and prosperous business, such 
minimum to be 400 francs a pipe, or 131°15 francs per quintal. 
The high prices of citrate of lime prevailing during the years 1906 
and 1907, however, tempted these associations to plunge into wild 
speculation, forcing up the price of citrate of lime to 170 francs 
per quintal in 1906 and to 220 francs in the beginning of 1907. 
These high prices in 1906-7 stimulated production, so that by 1908 
it was greatly in excess of the demand, which had fallen off owing 
to the financial crisis in the United States, and the exceptionally 
cool summer. In 1908, prices which had been artificially sus- 
tained came down with arun, and the speculators found themselves 
burdened with unsaleable stock, bought at extreme rates, while the 
banks which had advanced money under the law of 8th July, 1908, 
on the goods at the high value, found their securities depreciated 
to lower values than the amounts respectively advanced. To 
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the burden of the unprecedented stock (about 2,700 pipes) 
was added the prospect of a record crop estimated at about 22,000 
pipes (average crop 1902-1906 = 15,497 pipes), and as the expor- 
tation during the first six months of the season, from 1st December, 
1907, to 3lst May, 1908, was 9,206 pipes, or 3,315 pipes less than 
that of the preceding season, a serious state of affairs became 
imminent. 

Impressed with the fallacious idea that an inimical trust existed 
abroad, and urged on by the representations of those speculators who 
desired to save their necks at any cost, a popular agitation arose 
for a “‘Consorzio obligatorio” or compulsory association, represented 
by a Citrus-fruit Chamber (Camera Agrumaria), to which and from 
which all citrate of lime should be sold and bought, and which 
should protect the interests of the Sicilian lemon-derivatives trade, 
encourage the manufacture of citric acid, and generally nurse 
the trade back into a healthy condition. This outcry was 
only lightly supported in Messina, however, for the disastrous 
effects of the fall in price were felt less there, as Messinese 
merchants had not indulged in the wild speculations carried 
on in other parts of the island. There were plenty, indeed, 
who favoured in theory the idea of a ‘Camera Agrumaria” to a 
certain extent, as tending, if wisely guided, to keep the trade 
steady and prosperous, but who considered that in practice it was 
unnecessary, and would tend to crush individual initiative by ren- 
dering impossible any extra benefits acquired by individual skill 
or enterprise. ‘This attitude of qualified approbation became one 
of active condemnation and opposition when the terms of the Bill 
became known, for it was found that, apart from all unfair advan- 
tages possibly attainable, the law as it stood, in view of the business 
methods employed in the Province of Messina, as distinguished 
from the rest of Sicily, would destroy the trade of this town, which, 
as already stated, is about four-fifths of the total, and great 
indignation was felt that, in order to save the necks of some few 
influential speculators, the means of livelihood of numerous other 
citizens should be destroyed or imperilled. The Parliamentary 
representatives of Messina, and deputations of the leading com- 
mercial men interested, commenced an active resistance in Rome, 
making strong representations to the Minister for Agriculture, 
Commerce, and Industry. 

The principal clauses in the law as it stands, to which the 
Messinese especially objected, are as follow :— 

Article 2 in the original Bill suggested Palermo as the seat of 
the ‘Camera Agrumaria.” Iu view of the preponderance of the 
trade in Messina, it was urged that that port should be nominated, 
which was ultimately effected by an amendment. 

Article 4 stated that no citrus derivatives should be admitted 
for transport (except to or from warehouses) on railways, or for 
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export or otherwise, unless bearing the certificate of analysis issued 
by the ‘‘Camera Agrumaria.” This Article shared with Article 11 
the greatest burden of disapprobation and resentment as tending 
especially to destroy individual enterprise and establish a monopoly 
in spite of the declared intention of the promoters of the Bill to 
avoid such a possibility. 

According to Article 5, the sale of goods deposited with the 
“Camera” was to be effected according to the order of precedence 
in which the goods were deposited. This opened a channel whereby 
the large speculators hoped to disembarrass themselves of their 
large stocks before giving purchasers of the new crop any chance 
of getting rid of their fresh supplies. In this they were disap- 
pointed, the Article being amended to sale in proportion, irrespec- 
tive of precedence. This amendment was in the form of a clause, 
No. 21, called a ‘‘ temporary disposition,” and laid down that from 
the day when the Chamber began to operate (t.e., 1st September, 
1908) till the 3lst August, 1909, the clause in Article 5 regarding 
sale by precedence should be inoperative, and sale in proportion to 
the respective deposits should take its place. 

Article 11, which, as already stated, in combination with 
Article 4, tended to establish a monopoly, laid down that all 
exportation carried out by individuals on their own account, and 
not through the ‘‘ Camera,” would be compelled to pay a duty or 
fine of not less than 60 centisimi per quintal* and per degree of 
citric acid, whereas all goods sold through the “‘ Camera” incurred 
a tax of only 2 per cent. to cover the warehouse charges and cost 
of analysis. ‘This tax of 60 centesimi per quintal and per degree 
of citric acid is stated to be absolutely prohibitive, rendering 
private exportation impossible. 

The general opinion in Messina seems to be that the ‘“‘ Camera 
Agrumaria” will be unable to carry out the duties and functions 
assigned to it, owing to a paralysis of the trade for want of the 
customary advances. 





* 53d. per 100 kilogs., or 229°4 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 27th August last relative to 
megeentions the regulations regarding the importation of 
matches into the Australian Commonwealth, 
the Board of Trade have now received a copy of 
a Customs Circular (No. 2,043 of 1908), which 
has been issued by the Commonwealth Depart- 
ment of Trade and Customs laying down revised 
regulations as to marking the number of matches in boxes 
required under the new Australian Customs Tariff on importation 
into the Commonwealth. 
It is stated in the Circular that the requirements of item 79 E 
of the Tariff will be met by the following marking on boxes :— 


respecting the 
Marking of the 
number of 
Matches in Boxes 
on Importation. 


‘“‘ Average contents............ matches”; or, 
*“* Average contents............ . Or, 
“ Not under............ matches.” 


In regard to the variations to be allowed from such “average 
contents,” or from a statement of the minimum quantity, the fol- 
lowing percentage uider the contents printed or stamped on the 
boxes may be conceded :— 

Wax MATCHES. 
Boxes marked to contain 100 or a less number ... 6 per cent. 
Tins or boxes containing over 100 but under 200. 4 __,, 
ae 7. 200 but not exceed- 
ing ‘400 : in Bivty 
Tins or boxes containing o over 400 matches i Hy 

Where the percentages are a fraction over a whole number, the 

nearest whole number will be taken. 
SAFETY MATCHES. 
Boxes marked to contain not more than 100 matches, 10 percent. 

Any excess above the number marked on the boxes in the 
manner stated may be allowed without duty being charged under 
item 79 EK, but if such excess brings the matches under items 
79 (B) or (C), the additional duty leviable thereon will be charged. 

Note.—For full statement of duties leviable on matches, see 
p. 12 of the Supplement to the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
30th July last. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 16th April last relative to 
the regulations issued under a Proclamation of 
13th February last affecting the importation of 
cornsacks into the Australian Commonwealth, the Board of Trade 
have received a Customs Circular (No. 1,409 of 1908), dated 14th 
August last, directing that corn sacks not complying with the 


Importation of 
Corn sacks. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 
prescribed standard fixed by the above Proclamation may be im- 
ported for foreign transhipment ex the import steamers, or may be 
held in bond for ultimate export outside the Commonwealth. 

It is further stated that where the goods are bonded, precautions 
will be taken to ensure their clearance for export only. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 24 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 2nd July 


Form of 
last, relating to the test marks on guns and 
ea rifles imported, under item 139 of the Tariff 


Guns and Rifles into the Australian Commonwealth, the Board 
rtenmeneda- of Trade have now received a copy of an Order 
ap icienas (No. 1,063), issued by the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs, directing that certificates in 
the form shown below may be accepted as to the reliability of 
the test required to be applied to guns imported, if endorsed on 
the invoices :— 

| aeerereyrepror hanrcces ae do hereby declare that I am fully 
and thoroughly acquainted with the processes of manufacture 
followed by the (0)...............00 and with approved test marks 
carried out during such processes, and following the completion of 
the manufacture of arms made by the (D).............0000. , and that I 
am thoroughly familiar and conversant with the tests of the 
English Proof Houses and their recent Acts and Amendments. 

I further declare that the whole of the arms specified in this 
invoice have been duly tested, and that the test mark appearing 
on such arms is a guarantee that the arms have been subjected to 
a test equivalent to that of the British Proof Houses. 

The test mark herein referred to is as shown by diagram hereon. 


SEM ccsscssdecsbnidsscsnsentceeous . 
(NG 3 iitsssiis din cctier 


The Board of Trade have also received from the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs a copy of a 
further Order (No. 1,064) directing that articles 
made of any of the metals mentioned below, 
imported into the Australian Commonwealth in 
a condition in which they are unfit for use except as scrap, may be 
delivered as scrap of the metal mentioned which is appropriate. It 
is provided that the articles are to be broken up under Depart- 
mental supervision at the importer’s expense, and that the cost of 
supervision is also to be borne by the importer. 

Brass, copper, zinc, platinum, aluminium, bronze, yellow metal, 
britannia metal, magnolia metal, nickel, and German silver. 


Importation of 
Scrap Brass, 
Copper, &c. 





(a) Name and capacity in which the declaration made—eg., ‘“ Manager of 
CB scisocddscorccessccocedi Company.” 
(6) Name of Company. 
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DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Gazette” for 30th July last contains a 
I eile ae Proclamation, dated 27th July, 1908, stating 
asap that the importation into New Z ealand of the 
Goods undermentioned goods is prohibited, with effect 

tuys from lst November, 1908 :— 

Prenintted. Goods manufactured or produced wholly or 
in part by prison labour, or which have been made within or in 
connection with any prison, gaol or penitentiary ; also goods similar 
in character to those produced in such institutions when sold or 
offered for sale by any person, firm, or corporation having a contract 
for the manufacture of such articles in such institutions, or by any 
agent of such person, firm or corporation, or when such goods were 
originally purchased from or transferred by any such contractor. 

Note.— Under the law at present in force, prison-made goods 
when dutiable are subject to an additional duty of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. In the case of goods otherwise admitted free of duty, 
a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem is imposed when prison-made. 


The “Gazette” for 6th August last contains a Minister’s Order 
Hiaiiaiiin (No. 885), dated 8rd August last giving 
reso Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty 

leviable on various articles imported into the 

Dominion of New Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 

















Rates of Import Duty on 
Articles the growth, produce 
Tariff or manufacture of 
Articles. N : 
—_ Any part of 
Foreign . oe 
Countries the British 
: Dominions. 
Areameter, for measuring the spread of hides| 364 Free. Free. 
Carmine ... one ove won | 441 | 10 % ad val. Free. 
Cash-register rolls me 188 | 20% ,, 20 % ad val. 
Chain, for driving motor cars and ‘the like 
vehicles ce ies on ‘ea -| 447110% ,, Free. 
Chalk, precipitated ie i as - 84|}30% ,, 20 % ad val, 


Coffee, malted, “Digesta” ... ose bos 63 | 32d. per lb. | 3d. per lb. 
Electric appliances, n.0.€., ViZ.— 
Cut out resistances for arc lamps im- 


ported separately ies | 190 | 30 % ad val. | 20 % ad val. 
Hampers in which champagne is packed | 118} 30% ,, 200% 
Iron rods, in lengths, ; in. diam. and over...| 395 | 20% ,, Free. 
Machinery, n.0.e., viz.— 
Rotary stitch separator .. | 196|30% ,, 20 % ad val. 
Mining - quartz-mills, Huntingdon”. 401 | 10% Free. 
Machines for embossing Braille signs 481 Free. Free. 
Paper, manilla, specially suited for use with 
Braille machines . 486 Free. Free. 
Pipes, iron, and socket. flanges therefor, for 
tramway poles sly ...| —  |As iron pipes,| according to 
sijze. 
Serums, anti-toxic - 84 | 30 %ad val, | 20 %ad val. 
Sewing machines, toy, if capable of sewing... 421 








ree. ree. 
Vaccines, bacterial " ... ove me 84 | 30 %ad val. | 20 % ad val. 
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NATAL, 
With reference to the Notice which appeared on p. 321 of the 
I , “Board of Trade Journal” for 13th August 
mportation, &. , — +s fa Bill qi 
it iiienntthens ast respecting the provisions Of a sll amending 
the Natal Firearms and Ammunition Act of 

1905, the Board of Trade have now received a copy of the Bill, 
as finally passed, which contains provisions similar to those stated 
in the original Bill. 

Provision is also made for the payment of a fee of 5/. for an 
annual licence, to expire at the end of the year following the date 
of issue, to sell ammunition in the colony. 





TRANSVAAL. 
The ‘Transvaal Government Gazette” for 14th August, 1908, 
a f contains a Proclamation (No. 68 of 1908) con- 
rer oo tinuing indefinitely the suspension of Customs 
awe duties on fresh, chilled and frozen meat and 
Meat Duties, and . ; 
animals for slaughter and also the rebate of the 
Rebates Allowed ; . 
on Methvlated duty (less 1s. per Imperial proof gallon) on 
&e.. § se ’ plain spirits, the produce of the Customs Union, 
rT used solely in the manufacture of medicinal 
preparations. 

A rebate of the duty (less 1s. per Imperial proof gallon) is also 
granted on plain spirits, ihe produce of the Union, when methylated. 
Previously a rebate of duty, less 1s. per gallon, was allowed on 
spirits when methylated without restriction as to country of pro- 


duction. 
Proclamations Nos. 55 and 82 of 1906 are withdrawn. 





JAMAICA, 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 27th August last respecting 


—o the amendment of the Merchandise Marks 
an “a i Law in Jamaica, the Board of Trade have now 
——— received a copy of the Regulations, dated 


Marks Acts. llth August, 1908, made by the Collector- 
General under the Merchandise Marks Laws, 1888-1908. 

These Regulations, which relate to goods both imported into and 
exported from the Colony, may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Jamaica Gazette” for 2nd July last contains a copy of the 

Adubteration Lene “ Adulteration Law, 1908” (No. 25 of 1908), 
of 1908 which was assented to on 21st May last. 

’ The Law repeals the Adulteration of Food 


and Drugs Law, No. 18 of 1898, but it re-enacts most of the pro- 
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visions of the Law repealed. It provides, inter alia, that no 
person shall import into Jamaica any of the following articles 
insufficiently marked :— 

(a) Margarine or margarine cheese, except in packages 
suitably marked “ margarine” or ‘“ margarine cheese,” as the 
case may require. 

(6) Adulterated or impoverished butter (other than mar- 
garine), or adulterated or impoverished cream or milk, except 
in packages or cans each of which is conspicuously marked 
with a name or description indicating that the butter, milk, 
or cream has been so adulterated. 

(c) Condensed separated milk, or condensed skimmed milk, 
unless in tins or other receptacles bearing a label marked 
“ machine-skimmed milk unsuitable for feeding infants,” or 
“ skimmed milk, unsuitable for feeding infants.” 

(d) Condensed milk, except in tins bearing a label upon 
which the minimum guarantee of the milk fat in the contents 
of the tin shall be declared in large or clear type. 

(e) Any adulterated or impoverished article of food to 
which the Governor may, by Order-in-Council, direct that this 
Law shall be applied, unless the same be imported in packages 
or receptacles conspicuously marked with a name or descrip- 
tion indicating that the article has been so treated. 

Further provision is made that it shall be unlawful to import or 
sell margarine which contains more than 10 per cent. of butter 
fat, and persons infringing the Law are liable to a penalty of 201. 
for each offence. 

The Law is not to come into operation until a date to be fixed 
by the Governor by notice in the Jamaica “ Gazette.” 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
The Philippine “Official Gazette” for 5th August contains a 
asbitens: wate number of administrative decisions promulgated 
by the Director of Health to give effect to the 


the Pure Food vs cae? 
provisions of the Philippine Pure Food and 
and Drugs Act. cies: dak 





These decisions, which are, for the most part, based on Food 
Inspection Decisions of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, may be inspected by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





COSTA RICA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Suspension of  C°PY Of @ Costa Rican Law, dated 29th July, 
Ex on Duty on suspending for a period of five years from the 
ane ae date of the Law the collection of the export 
Shells duty on mother-of-pearl shells, which was 

; imposed in July, 1902. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


RUSSIA (SIBERIA). 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Vladivostok has forwarded a translation 
of a proclamation issued by the Governor- 
General of Irkutsk announcing that a special 
conference, composed of local officials and repre- 
sentatives of municipal, commercial and 
industrial organisations, will be held at Irkutsk 
in the early part of December with the object of 
interesting private capitalists in railway construction in Siberia. 
All persons wishing to take part in the conference should notify 
the Chancery of the Governor-General of Irkutsk. 


Conference to 
Consider Railway 
Construction by 
Private 
Enterprise. 





BULGARIA. 
The British Vice-Consul at Sofia (Mr. G. O’B. Toulmin) reports that 
Railways under the following five railway lines are at present 
eeheeatien in course of construction :—Sistov to Levski, 
. Devna to Dobritsch, Radomir to Kustendil, 
Tirnovo to Stara Zagora and Mezdra to Vidin. . Of these the first- 
named line, Sistov to Levski, is to be completed towards the end of 
1908, and the remaining four in 1910 and 1911. The Mezdra to 
Vidin line, which, with its branches will total about 150 miles at an 
estimated cost of 1,000,000/., promises to be a particularly 
important line, as it will connect the two chief towns of the 
Principality—Sofia and Philippopolis—with the Danube, while the 
Tirnovo to Stara Zagora line will link North and South Bulgaria 
through the Balkans. Amongst the projected lines the most 
important are Radomir to Doubnitza and onwards to the Turkish 
frontier ; Sofia to Sliven passing through the rose district of Kazan- 
lik; a continuation of the Tirnovo to Stara Zagora line to Tirnovo 
Seimen on the main line from Sofia to Constantinople; Carlovo to 
Philippopolis, also on the main line; and Silistra, on the Danube, 
to Novi Bazar, the junction for the Rustchuk to Varna and Sofia to 
Varna lines. 





PANAMA: 

H.M. Minister at Panama (Mr. C. C. Mallet, C.M.G.) recently wrote 
Bh jaa the effect that the consumption of coal 
of si nea at the Panama canal works amounted to 
revi — Poiincere 1,000 tons daily and that as the works 
ees: ‘progress the demand for coal will increase. 
ais teemieain, A quantity amounting to 331,204 tons was 
‘received from United States ports on the 
Atlantic during the year 1907. It was carried mainly in British 
bottoms, but a proposal has been made to exclude foreign vessels 
from the traffic of the Canal Commission. If that measure is 
adopted it will restrict to American vessels the delivery of 
4,500,000 barrels of cement, which will shortly be required for the 

construction of the dam and locks of the canal. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


QUEENSLAND. 
The following statistics of the mineral production of Queensland 
; during the years 1906 and 1907 are extracted 
Mineral Production ¢ 1 ‘the Annual Report of the Under- 









































in 190%. Secretarv for Mines, recently published :— 
1906. 1907. 
Quantity.; Value. | Quantity.| Value. 
£ £ 

Gold (fine) oz.| 544,636 | 2,313,464 465,882 | 1,978,938 
ie tons 4,823 490,283 5,140 496,766 
Silver ... oz.| 783,087 101,693 921,497 112,540 
Lead tons 2,809 49,884 5,157 75,330 
Coal ” 606,772 173,282 683,272 222,135 
Copper ... +” 10,077 916,546 12,756 | 1,028,179 
Opal ... _— a= 3,000 —_ 3,000 
Wolfram soe ... tons 768 64,136 615 89,767 
Manganese ... man ae i i 1,113 4,391 1,116 4,464 
Bismuth iia ~e siihsis sii 1,882 6 1,806 
Bismuth and wolfram —o* 23 1,759 10 1,218 
Molybdenite ... whe oat ge 106 15,275 67 8,442 
Limestone... nai ini tle 61,856 23,364 89,978 35,808 
Gems ... bine oak .— — 18,110 — 40,500 
Ironstone , inn ... tons 31,401 14,114 35,856 24,327 
Scheelite — — sé 4 347 2 320 
Antimony... ose sn | % 530 6,917 521 7,863 
Graphite oes eee ole 31 260 65 200 
Fireclay a ar nil nil 1,400 560 

Total value... cos nid -— 4,198,647 -- 4,132,163 

NATAL: 


The ‘“‘Cape Argus” of 26th August contains a Reuter’s telegram 
from Maritzburg stating that the Natal Govern- 
—tinan have accepted a motion to appoint a 
Wining Industry Commission to enquire into the best means of 

' developing the mining industry of the Colony, 
especially as regards gold and base metals, to revise the laws and 
bring them into line with those of the other South African 
Colonies, and to draft a bill giving effect to the Commission’s 
recommendations. 


Proposed 





TURKESTAN. 

A Persian correspondent of the *‘ Indian Trade Journal ” (Calcutta) 

a an states that an important spouting petroleum 

Discovery well has been discovered at Cheleken on the 

shores of the Caspian Sea opposite Baku. The 

daily output of the well is said to be 40,000 pouds (poud=36°112 

Ibs.) and the source is probably the same vast oil-field that supplies 
the wells at Baku. 
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AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 26th September, 1908, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... hpi eee oe Sls. 5d. 
Barley ... soe 200 oe 268. 8d, 
/ , o- 5th a 


For further particulars see p. 37. 


A statement is published on p. 38, showing the quantities of 

. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
— : _ imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. ar *Toauce. week ended the 26th September, 1908, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The ‘Town and Country Journal” (Sydney) of the 12th August 
contains an article on a proposed scheme for 


ye man the utilisation of the waters of the Warragamba 
ae —_ River for irrigation purposes by the construc- 
neues. tion of a dam (225 feet deep) in its gorge. The 


country to be irrigated is the Nepean Valley and a large portign of 
the County of Cumberland, where, it it estimated, there exists an 
irrigable area of 40,690 acres, of which more than 26,000 acres are 
good alluvial land, and the remainder of second-class quality. It 
is stated that a striking demonstration of the agricultural possi- 
bilities of the country is afforded in a good season, when extra- 
ordinary crops of maize, lucerne, potatoes and various kinds of 
fruits are harvested. At the close of a dry season, however, which 
is of frequent occurrence, the country presents a parched and 
uninviting appearance. It is estimated that if the scheme takes 
effect the quantity of water stored, in addition to being sufficient 
to irrigate 40,690 acres to the extent of 81 in. per annum, would 
provids a large volume for town supplies, the generation of electric 
power, and manufacturing purposes. The cost of the scheme is 
estimated at 540,000/., and its adoption was, at the above-mentioned 
date, being considered by the New South Wales Minister of 


Works. 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 


The Board of Trade are informed by their Correspondent av 
Harvest Adelaide (Mr. J. Creswell), in a letter dated 
Prospects 26th August, that the whole agricultural area 

of South Australia had just received the benefit 

of a plentiful rainfall, and that a fine harvest was practically 
assured. Fodder was very short and scarce owing to the prevalence 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA—continued. 


of frost, and it was anticipated that fodder for horses for the coming 
12 months would keep well up in price. The price of chaff was 
about 6/. per ton in Adelaide, which is the highest it has reached 
for many years, and, with the shortage in Victoria and New 
South Wales, the South Australian farmers expect to do good 
business with their hay during the coming season. 


The export of apples from the State of South Australia during the 
Export of 1908 season was a record one, amounting to 
omvites 147,251 cases, of which 110,292 cases were sent 
PPiCe. to the United Kingdom, 19,058 cases to other 
European countries, and the remainder to India and Ceylon, the 
Straits Settlements and South Africa. The total export in 1907, 
when the crop was a poor one, amounted to 25,755 cases, of which 
15,452 were sent to the United Kingdom and 3,112 cases to 
European countries. 





NATAL: 


With reference to the notice on p. 201 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 23rd April last respecting trial 
shipments of Natal produce to the United 
Kingdom, the Board of Trade Correspondent at 
Durban (Mr. A. D. C. Agnew) reports that at a 
meeting of the Rosetta Co-operative Associa- 
tion held recently, at which the Natal Minister of Agriculture was 
present, the proposal to establish an export trade in new potatoes, 
apples and lambs was discussed. The Minister, it is reported, 
undertook to endeavour to assist the Society to place the export 
of potatoes on a successful basis, and to arrange for the grading 
and branding of all consignments which passed through the grader’s 
hands. 

With regard to the export of lambs, the Minister stated that the 
average weight of lambs shipped should be not less than 34 lbs. 
The Persian sheep which had been introduced were doing well in 
parts of the Colony where Merino sheep could not thrive, and in con- 
sequence of the heavy losses of cattle caused by East Coast fever, 
many farmers in Natal and the adjoining Colonies were going in 
for sheep farming. About 1,500 lambs were offered for shipment 
by farmers present at the meeting. 

The Minister stated, with reference to the export of apples, that 
he felt confident that if the shipment of the fruit were conducted 
on proper lines, good returns might be obtained, and he would be 
pleased to send the Government Entomologist to advise as to the 
most suitable varieties for the English market. Some fruit-growers 
then promised to supply boxes of various varieties for export, in 
order to test the English market. 


Proposed Export 
of New Potatoes, 
Lambs, and 
Apples. 
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BRAZIL: 


According to the ‘ Brazilian Review” of 25th August, the entries 
Coffee Cro of coffee into Brazilian ports from all sources 
Statis matey for the season that officially closed on 30th June 
; last amounted to 11,849,271 bags (of 60 kilogs.), 
being 9,059,909 bags, or 43°3 per cent., less than the previous record 
season, 1906-7. The total amount of coffee cleared from the different 
ports during the season 1907-8 was 13,261,872 bags, as against 
18,082,027 bags the year before. Of these, 12,953,572 bags were 
consigned to foreign ports, as against 17,702,329 bags for 1906-7, 
and 308,300 bags were consigned coastwise, as against 379,698 the 
year before. Of foreign shipments the greater part, 57 per cent., 
went to Europe, 41°7 per cent. to American ports (including South 
America), 1 per cent. to Africa, and 0°3 per cent. to Asia and 
Australasian ports. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 24th September, 
Cotton Statistics. 1908, was 37,940 (including 114 bales British 

West Indian and 164 bates British West 
African), and the number imported during the thirty-nine weeks 
ended the 24th September was 2,395,358 (including 8,093 bales 
British West Indian, 6,527 bales British West African, 6,723 bales 
British East African, and 160 bales Foreign East African). The 
number of bales exported during the week ended the 24th 
September was 3,279 and during the thirty-nine weeks, 326,761. 

For further details see p. 37. 





NORWAY: 


With reference to the notice on p. 106 of the “ Board of Trade 
Reo? ' Journal ” of the 17th October, 1907, in which 
egistration of ; i: dale able ale the h 
Companies for mention was made, inter alia, o e pure 1ase 
the uliiiestion by the ‘“‘ Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik” of 
of Water Bene the Matre River at the end of the Mas Fjord, 
’ between Bergen and the Sogne Fjord, the 
British Vice-Consul at Bergen (Mr. E. F. Gray) now reports that 
the Bergen journal ‘“‘ Morgenavisen ” of 26th September contains 
an announcement to the effect that a company named the 
‘‘ Aktieselskab Matrefaldene,” whose objects are stated to comprise 
the working of present and future property in Mas Fjord and 
neighbouring places, including the erection of factories, &c., 
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have applied for registration in the district of Nordhordland. The 
seat of the company is to be at Matre. The capital of the com- 
pany, which is understood to practically represent the German 
firm above referred to, is given as amounting to ten million kroner 
(about 556,000/.) in one thousand kroner shares. ‘The directors 
are three Norwegians. 

In the same connection the ‘‘ Morgenavisen” states that the 
registration is also expected shortly of another company, the 
“ Aktieselskab Tyinfaldene ” with a capital of twelve million kroner 
(about 667,000/.), and adds that one of the three directors of the 
‘“‘ Aktieselskab Matrefaldene” has left Bergen with engineers who 
have been planning works at the Matre and Tyin Falls, to make 
arrangements in connection with the properties which have been 
acquired by the German firm, and for which the latter is reported 
to have now obtained a concession from the Norwegian Govern- 
ment. 





GERMANY. 
H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) has 


ee forwarded the following translation of a state- 

tries in 1907 ment on the development of German chemical 

‘industries during the year 1907, which was 

made by the Secretary at a general meeting of the “ Union for 

Protecting the Interests of the German Chemical Industries,” held 
recently at Freiburg in Baden :— 

The chemical industries—with the exception of a few branches, 
such as the lead, paint and colour industry—were less affected by 
the retrograde movement of trade last year than other industries. 
It must be expected, however, that symptoms of its prejudicial 
influence will become more perceptible in the balance sheets for 
the current year, in which both a falling-off in the demand for 
industrial products, and the unfavourable effects of the new 
commercial treaties in hampering competition have begun to be 
more seriously felt in the world’s markets. 

The total number of chemical undertakings in Germany rose 
last year from 8,505 to 8,818; the total number of workmen 
increased by 3°32 per cent.; and the total amount of wages 
earned increased from 10,350,000/. to 11,500,000/. According 
to the balance sheets of 166 German Chemical Joint Stock Com- 
panies, possessing together a share capital. of 26,430,000/., a 
reserve capital of 8,680,000/., and a bonded and mortgage debt 
of 4,730,000/., these Companies altogether paid out last year the 
total sum of 4,085,000/. in the form of dividends. This repre- 
sented an average dividend of 15°45 per cent. for all of the Com- 
panies, or an increase of 0°38 per cent. as compared with the 
average dividend paid in 1906. If the working capital employed 
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in the German chemical undertakings in addition to the share 
capital be also taken into account, then the average rate of 
profit for last year was 10°73 per cent., or 0°7 per cent. more than 
in 1906. The business profits enjoyed by the various branches 
of German chemical industry in 1907 varied however, to a consider- 
able extent, for amongst the 166 companies there were 44 (1.e. 26°4 
per cent.) which either paid a dividend of less than 5 per cent. 
or distributed no dividend at all. 

Assuming the rate of profit enjoyed by the German chemical 
undertakings in 1899 (a fairly favourable business period) to have 
been 100, the rate for each of the succeeding years, 1900-1907, 
will appear to have been 91:2, 90°9, 87°8, 93°3, 98°7, 104-9, 111°5 
and 114°3 respectively. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports that 
Effect of British the coming into force of the British Patents and 
p Designs Act has not, so far as he is aware, been 
nee th f h perturbation in manufactur- 

and Designs Act. ‘2° Cease of much perturbation. in many actu 
ing circles in Belgium, but there are, doubtless, 
several firms, he says, who will be forced to transfer portions of 
their manufacturing business to the United Kingdom in order to 

preserve their rights for the British market. 

The Consul-General continues :—-‘‘ I have received several appli- 
cations from persons in the United Kingdom, either representatives. 
of municipalities or firms owning land advantageously situated for 
the sites of factories to be established as the outcome of the 
provisions of the Act, but, so far, I have not been approached by 
any Belgian firms desirous of ascertaining good situations for the 
construction of factories.” 


Writing on the subject of the misleading descriptions which 
English Marks on certain Belgian cement dealers make use of in 
cies Moanin describing their goods, viz., by the appro- 

= ‘ priation of English phrases and by the use 
of labels printed in the English language, H.M. Consul- 
General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) remarks that these 
irregular practices are deemed by some manufacturers of artificial 
cement in Belgium to be detrimental to their own interests 
in the home market. As proof of this the Consul-General 
mentions that he was approached late in the year 1907 by the 
Belgian Association of Artificial Portland Cement Manufacturers 
with the view of obtaining his assistance in putting a stop to the 
practices of certain: unscrupulous persons who dispose of natural 
Belgian cement as British Portland cement. Upon ascertaining 
the quantity of British-made cement exported to Belgium, and 
upon finding that the amount of cement disposed of in that 
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country as British Portland cement considerably exceeded the 
amounts of such exports, it became apparent that indiscriminate 
abuse of descriptive terms was going on, and that unsuspecting 
buyers in Belgium and abroad were purchasing inferior Belgian 
cement under the impression that it was British Portland cement. 

It is gratifying to find, adds the Consul-Genera], that the 
Belgian Portland cement manufacturers are willing to unite with 
manufacturers of cement in Great Britain in taking any steps 
which may be possible in the common interest to prevent illegiti- 
mate practices detrimental to the cement industry in both 
countries. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Embassy at Paris has forwarded a copy of new regulations 
issued by the Ministry of Finance authorising 
and governing the admission into France of 
foreign cigarettes destined for sale in that 
country. It has hitherto been very difficult, says H.M. Embassy, 
to obtain permission to sell foreign cigarettes in France owing to 
the fact that the sale of tobacco is a Government monopoly, and 
the permission now conceded is subject to stringent regulations. 
Among the conditions is the obligation to deposit the sum of 
20,000 francs (800/.) with the Caisse des Dépéts et Consignations, 
the deposit to be forfeited, and permission to sell withdrawn, 
should the Régie, through whom the sales are to be made, not 
make a net profit on the transaction of 40,000 francs (1,6002.) 
during each of the first three years. 

The regulations in question (in French), with a table showing 
the price and description of the tobaccos sold by the Régie, may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Sale of Foreign 
Cigarettes. 





BULGARIA. 


‘The following remarks on native industries in Bulgaria have been 
received from the British Vice-Consul at Sofia 
Native Industries. (Mr. G. O’B. Toulmin) :— 

While a certain reluctance is to be observed 
on the part of foreign capitalists to embark on fresh enterprises 
till Bulgaria has concluded her commercial treaty with Austria- 
Hungary, it is to be noted that native industries, thanks 
partly to the prohibitive nature of the tariff and in great 
measure to the unremitting and progressive efforts of the 
Bulgarian Government and local Chambers of Commerce, 
received a decided forward impulse during the year 1907. 
The tariff is directly responsible for the establishment of the 
folowing new manufactures :—Artificial flowers, walking sticks, 
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umbrellas, brushes, ties, straw hats, cardboard, &c., while the 
developments in some trades, such as bootmaking, copperwork, 
cooperage, carpentering, dyeing, weaving, basket making, Xc., are 
very marked. Artisans are beginning to adopt modern methods 
and modern implements and in general to bring their work nearer the 
level of perfection attained in other European countries. The Cham- 
bers of Commerce are greatly assisting them in their endeavours 
by organising classes at which experts lecture on the different 
trades. A school of carpentering has been opened by the Philip- 
popolis Chamber of Commerce, and it is hoped to gradually extend 
it so as to include other trades. Concessions have also lately been 
granted by the Bulgarian Government for the manufacture of paper 
and cardboard, bricks and tiles, porcelain, soap, candles and mar- 
garine, nails, hydraulic lime, cement and vinegar, as well as for the 
building of cotton, hemp, jute and silk spinning factories and for 
the erection of a factory for bleaching, dyeing and printing cotton 
and woollen goods. 





— 


MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on p. 238 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th July, relative to a law 
granting subsidies to irrigation works in Mexico 
and providing for the establishment of one or 
more credit institutions for the special purpose 
of making long loans at easy rates of interest 
to agriculturists and manufacturers, H.M. 
Minister in Mexico now reports that the concession has been granted 
for the establishment of the first of these banks under the provisions 
of the law in question. ‘The new bank is to be called the “ Caja de 
Prestamos para Obras de Irrigacion y Fomento de la Agricultura, 
S.A.,” and, as a limited lability company, will be subject, like 
the chartered banks, to the provisions of the Mexican banking 
law.* The capital will be subscribed by the four leading banks in 
Mexico City, viz.: the National Bank of Mexico, the Bank of 
London and Mexico (these being the only banks of issue in the 
Federal District), the Central Bank and the Mexican Bank of Com- 
merce and Industry, the two last being “‘ Bancos Refaccionarios,”t 
or Banks of Promotion, which do not possess the privilege of 
emission. The new bank is to issue, as soon as possible, bonds up 
to the value of five million pounds, which will be guaranteed, as to 
principal and interest, by the Mexican Government. 


Discount Bank 
for Irrigation 
Works and the 
development of 
Agriculture. 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 16th April, 1908, pp. 151-2. 
” ” ,, 28th November, 1907, p. 426. 
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PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Manila (Mr. H. Horne) has 
Did forwarded a copy of a circular recently issued 
Buiic Forests by the fasion tad Forestry at Manila, giving 
and Possibilities <-> a4: sialon: Mathie “ere ae 
of Working them. information concerning Philippine public forests 
and the possibilities of working them. The 
circular states that more than one-half of the land area of 120,000 
square miles in the Islands is covered with a tree growth, and of 
this area 40,000 square miles are in the more thinly populated 
Islands of Mindoro, Samar, Palawan and Mindanao. There are some 
25,000 square miles of timber that can be worked on a reasonably 
large scale, and estimating an average yield of 2,500 board feet 
of merchantable timber per acre on this area, a total supply of 
40 thousand million board feet is reckoned. The timbers in the 
Islands include a large variety, ranging from pine and calantas, or 
soft tropical cedar, to the hard, heavy dungon and mancono. In 
general, Philippine woods are hard and heavy, yet there are abun- 
dant supplies of light and strong construction timbers. ‘The most 
abundant species of trees in the Archipelago are lauan and apitong: 
the former is a fairly scft, strong wood ; the latter is harder, heavier 
and stronger. ‘They are large trees and timber up to 90 feet in 
length can be procured from them. ‘They are also excellent 
finishing woods. 

It is turther stated in the circular that some of the finest cabinet 
woods in the world are found in the Philippines. Ebony, avle, 
narra, camagon, and tindalo give the greatest choice in beautiful 
colour and grain. ‘These and others, it is said, would make superior 
substitutes for cabinet woods; for cherry and mahogany, narra, 
tanguile, balacbacan, calantas and lumbayao can be used, and acle 
and banuyo can be used for black walnut. 

The circular referred to, containing further information respect- 
ing the accessibility of commercial forests, transportation, tariff 
rates, labour conditions, stumpage prices, markets, suitable timber 
tracts available, &c., may be consulted by persons interested, on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 39 weeks ended 
24th September, 1908 :— 









































Week ended apse Week ended 39 bee 
a 24th Sept., 24th Sept 24th Sept., 9 a 
1908 Sept. || “1908 4th Sept., 
‘ 1908. 7 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American 23,005 1,855,029 996 203,881 
Brazilian v — 19,084 126 2,460 
East Indian ... 2,398 106,930T 643 42,595 
Egyptian 1,890 321,564 1,514 74,019 
Miscellaneous 10,647* 92,751tT — 3,806 
Total 37,940 2,395,358 | 3,279 326,761 














* Including 114 bales British West Indian and 164 bales British West African. 

¢ Corrected figures. 

t Inclading 8,093 bales British West Indian, 6,527 bales British West African, 
6,723 bales British East African, and 160 bales foreign East African. 

NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. : 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 26th September, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 











Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 

a. «& s @ &.. Oe 

Week ended 26th September, 1908 31 5 26 «8 17 2 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... wee eee ove eve ad fe 26 3 ee 

1902 ... See _ eee ice ..| 20 10 25 11 17 6 

1903 ... sec _ ese eve aa = = 23 9 15 9 

1904 ... one hoe one ai oo} 29 10 25 5 15 8 

1905 ... ae pes oes ove of 26 9 24 8 16 61 

1906 ... mc ils eae dine ot ae = 24 8 16 2 

1907 ... ove pen one oce a an = 25 «63 17 8 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 

imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended z6th September, 1908, 

together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 





previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
—- 26th Sept., | ing Week in 
1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves coe = ewe += Number 8,229 9,587 
Sheep and lambs eee eee cco oe - 1,739 858 
Swine eee ece eee eee ece ee ty] — a= 
Horses eee eee eee eco eee ee 99 129 286 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) .. Cwts. 85,417 143,467 
Mutton ” 9” ” ee *” 87,238 95,900 
Pork ~ = o 9 10,934 11,691 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... ose ove ete _ es Cwts 77,069 100,589 
Beef eee eee cece eee ee ee 99 1,825 3,036 
ee in a ee Rae eee " 15,319 17,158 
Pork wc save = we see oo we - 3,394 4,341 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... ° oe - 6,466 11,492 
- - salted ... ove oe oe 1,305 1,812 
» preserved otherwise than by salting an 5,602 6,532 
(including tinned and canned | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
eS ae a eg he hag Cwts. 76,162 66,056 
Margarine eve eve ove cee oe - 15,845 14.554 
SR aneAt? slink: * ated 1 tite? * canting 65,510 55,583 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ove - ” —_ 60 
9 GEOAM ave ove ove ove oe - 125 77 
3» condensed oe coo ote 7 - 17,411 16,550 
»» preserved, other kinds... ace oe . 139 27 
Eggs cos ove ove ove ooo ...| @rt. Hundr. 429,865 435,366 
Poultry ... coe eee see me --| Value £ 3,102 2,836 
Game a ee nee ee s 1,947 1,051 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) one ‘ Cwts. 15,207 30,186 
a ele ee eal ol . " 23,934 40,15% 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
eee eee eee Cwte, 1,911,600 2,208,300 
Wheat meal and flour "eae = 268,300 421,700 
Barley... sce ove eee eee ” - 918,500 903,500 
Oats eee eve ove ove - ee - 338,300 73,600 
Peas eee eee ove eve ove a at 27,430 53,090 
Beans... _ eo eee ove - pat 72,100 29,910 
Maize or Indian corn ... eee ose eee - 370,000 1,749,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... abe _ abe - - Cwts. 62,753 89,850 
Apricots and peaches ... ove oe os - 33 187 
Bananas ... ite _ ‘ie in .--| Bunches 148,831 139,697 
Cherries ... eco ove ove ove ~~ Cwts. — _— 
Currants eee eee eee eee eee eee ” — — 
Gooseberries... ove ove eee ove} - a —_ 
timp +. ,o6 en. pee ae ma 36,721 35,825 
ee ee mw bee ee ..| i. 16,580 6,800 
Oranges ... oon ove soe one ae jas 5,906 3,471 
Pears ase ove eee ove ccc eooll a 22,246 33,028 
Plums... ove ove ove oe cool at 7,356 1,698 
Strawberries... ose oe eve oe at — — 
Unenumerated ... =. ~ ee ° - 11,582 10,114 
Hay ... ove ove ove ene : . Tons. 428 1,541 
Straw ove ove eve eve ove a - 31 2,433 
Moss litter ove eve eoe be we ms 1,478 2,028 
Hops ove ose ose ove ove eo Cwits. 2,018 3,978 
Locust beans ove ove ove cee - - 24,000 84 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... ae oée a ine ---| Bushels. 218,029 195,460 
Potatoes ue gags gg st re iy Cwta. 42.376 101,064 
Tomatoes le San ie Se Qqpilyg ‘ 21,775 32,002 
Unenumerated ... site _ _ «| Value £ 1,848 2,139 
Ve tables, dried eee ece eee cece se Cwts. 4,139 10,060 
reserved by canning ... ove eee ee - 13,155 7,473 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased ata cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, 5.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward: 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 


Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes of 
the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom. 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 
1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first 
volume and 3s. 4d. for the second volume. This publication, 
which contains much more detailed and exhaustive information 
than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the first 
volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), and in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the September 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in August; Court of Arbi- 
tration ; Work of Distress Committees during 1907-8 ; Changes in 
Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour in 1907; and Recent Con- 
ciliation Cases. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 

The following is a réswmé of the contents of a Consular Report 

of the Annual Series issued during the past week :— 


No. 4,116. Trade of Mosul in 1907. 


Population. Petroleum trade. 
Trade routes , and river Agricultural and commercial 
Services. conditions. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been published by the Colonial 
Office during the past week :— 


No. 575. Bahamas, 1907-8. 
— Cyprus, 1907-8. 


* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 


99 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Fifty-second Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs 
(for the year ended 31st March, 1908). [Cd. 4,232]. Price 4d. 


According to this report, the gross Imperial Customs Revenue 
collected in the year 1907-8 amounted to 34,270,1651., or, after 
deduction of drawbacks and repayments, to 32,581,9941., which is 
658,994/., or 2°06 per cent., more than the Budget estimate for the 
year, and 497,302/., or 1:5 per cent., less than the net yield for 
1906-7. 

The largest items in the total Customs receipts during the last 
two financial years were as follows :— 














Year ended 31st March. 
Gross Produce of Customs Duties (excluding 
Duties collected in the Isle of Man). 
1907. 1908. 
Export— £ £ 
Coal kan Jos sas oo bab w-| 1,749,363 — 
Import — 
Spirits— 
Rum 4.. abe see ose nee whe 2,439,510 2,403,031 
Brandy ... ven —_ bie ees one 1,210,518 1,187,030 
Geneva and other sorts _ we oes 568.481 545,150 
Sugar, refined and unrefined ... naa te 5,979,941 6,460,497 
Denese ar ad osea? <n’ leo 5 820,906 
Tobacco and snuff we ade io ---| 14,507,640 15,264,420 
Wine _ _ wie ‘ee _ wi 1,240,234 1,180,069 











Post Office. tfty-fourth Report of the Postmaster-General on the 
Post Office. [Cd. 4,240.] Price 5hd. 


According to an estimate given in this report, the number of 
postal packets delivered in the United Kingdom during the year 
1907-8 was as follows :— 























| 
| Average No. 
cea Number, increase aa | for each 
cent. Pp 
erson. 
} _ me | 
Letters... see oe .»,  2,863,900,000 2°1 64°8 
Postcards .. oe * Sool 858,300,000 3°2 | 19°4 
Halfpenny packets see ove] 940,600,000 0°8 | 21°3 
Newsrapers old ads obs! 199,800,000 5°7 | 4°5 
Parcels* ... we _ _ 109,470,000 4°4 | 2°5 
Total... ws + eee  4,972,070,000 | 2°2 112°5 





* Including parcels sent from this country abroad. 
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Board of Trade (Labour Department). Report on Strikes and 
Lock-outs, and on Conciliation and Arbitration Boards in the United 
Kingdom in 1907. (Cd. 4,254.] Price 9d. 

According to this report there were 601 disputes, affecting 
(directly and indirectly) 147,498 workpeople, in 1907, as compared 
with 486, affecting 217,773 workpeople, in 1906. The aggregate 
duration of all disputes in progress in 1907 was 2,162,151 working 
days, as compared with 3,028,816 working days in 1906. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
Report on the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1907. 
Part I.—General Report. | Cd. 4298]. Price 1s. 3d. 

According to the returns received the total quantity of sea fish 
(other than shell fish) captured on all Irish Coasts in 1907 was 
697,901 cwts., valued at 290,892/., as compared with 753,471 cwts., 
valued at 321,475/. in 1906, a decrease of 55,570 cwts. in quantity 
and of 30,583/. in value. 


Report from the Joint Select Committee of the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons on the Port of London Bill; together with 
the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Lvidence and 
Appendices. 288. Price os. 7d. 


Trustee Suvings Bank. Return. 265. Price 2d. 


This is a return showing for the year ended 20th November, 
1907 (1) the number of Savings Banks in Great Britain, Ireland 
and the Channel Islands, the Number of Accounts remaining Open, 
the Total Amount owing to Depositors, the Total Assets, the Rate 
of Interest paid to Depositors, the Annual Expenses of Manage- 
ment, inclusive of all Payments and Salaries, &c., &c.; and (2) 
the Total Number of Depositors in Trustee Savings Banks, the 
Total Number of Deposits, the Total Number of Withdrawals, the 
Average Amount of each Deposit Account, the Average Sums 
paid in and drawn out, &c., &c. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in Italic type. 














No. | Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
| | 4a 
EUROPE— EUROPE (continued)— 
Austria-Hungary : Greece: 
4062 | Austria—Hungary, 1907 ...| 1}d.|| 4002 | Corfu, 1907 . 13d. 
4092 | Bohemia, 1907 | ld. || 3990 | Cy clades, 1907 “ 44d, 
4033 | Bosnia and Herzegovina, 3989 Morea, AXtolia and Acar- 
1907 42d. nania, 1907 ooo) 3d. 
4109 | Finances, report ‘on for 4032 | Pirzeus, 1907 ont ooe| 2h. 
1907-8 nie ..| 2d. || 4034 | Thessaly, 1907 .| 3d. 
4099 | Fiume, 1907.. ods 23d. 
3963 Hungary, Economic Con- Italy : 
dition in 1906 and 1907...; 1}d.|| 4037 | Finances, 1907, report on...| 1}d. 
4020 | Genoa, 1907... | 43d, 
Belgium: 4048 | Lecce, 1907... ans 5d. 
3968 | Antwerp, Shipping in 1907 | 23d.|| 3987 | Rome, 1907 ... sen ooo} 13d, 
3985 | Finances, 1907, report on...| 14d.|| 4025 | Sicily, 1907. _ | 5d. 
3959 | South Italy, 1907 ... 3d. 
Denmark: 4097 ‘ . (supplementary) 2d. 
4089 | Denmark, 1907 __... | 2h. 
$967 Finances, 1905- 6 Netherlands and Colonies : 
and 1906-7 = 3d. || 3964 | Amsterdam, 1907 ... 2d. 
4107 | Faroe Islands and Iceland, 4016 | Curacoa, 1907 ld. 
1907 ‘ + | 13d. || 3991 | Java, 1907 ... 4hd, 
4030 | Rotterdam and Flushing, 
France and Colonies: 1907 - 2d. 
4019 | Bordeaux, 1907 | 4d. || 4094 | Surinam 4d. 
4050 | Budget, 1908, rr on 23d. 
4068 | Calais, 1907. 24d. Norway: 
4028 Cochin-China, 1907 ld. || 4018 | Budget, 1908-9, report on.. | 34 
3981 | Corsica, 1907 . 2d. || 3997 | Norway, 1907 eee 3d. 
4007 | Dunkirk, 1907 2d. 
4063 | Havre, 1907... 23d. Portugal and arama : 
4066 | Lyons, 1907... 23.|| 3977 | Azores, 1907.. ool Ld, 
4029 | Marseilles, 1907 --.| 2$d.|| 3955 | Goa, 1906... ld. 
3972 | Nantes and St, Nazaire, 4069 | Madeira, 1907 2d. 
1907 - ..-| ld. || 4023 | Mozambique, 1907.. 2d. 
3971 | New Caledonia, 1907 we | 3d, || 4004 | Oporto, 1907 cee oo} 4d. 
4053 | Nice, 1907 .., ld. 
4046 | Pondicherry and ‘Karikal, 
1907 id wee | $d. Roumania: 
3973 | Réunion, 1907 4d. || 4005 | Roumania, 1907 .| 3d. 
4022 | Rouen, 1907.. ld, 
4077 | St. Pierre and Miquelon, 07| 4d. 
4010 | Society Islands, 1907 | 43d. Russia : 
3996 | Batoum, 1907 .| 5d. 
Germany: 4079 | Finland, 1907 | 2d. 
4070 | Baden, 1907... 4d.|| 4072 | Moscow, 1907 .| 23d. 
4001 | Berlin, 1907.. 44d.\| 3988 | Poland and Lithuania, 1907 34d. 
4071 Dantzig, 1907 43d.|| 4027 | Rostov-on-Don, 1907 wee] 44d. 
3960 | Finances, 1907-8, report a on} 3d. || 3966 | Russia, 1907.. | 1d. 
4084 | Frankfort, 1907 , 63d.|| 4110 | St. Petersburg, 1907. .| 5d. 
4008 | Leipzig and Chemnitz, 1907| 2d. 
4095 | Pomerania, 1907... ooo | 84. Servia : 
4017 | Samoa, 1907 3d. || 4112 | Finances, 1908, report on...| 1d, 
4059 Westphalia and the Rhenish 3962 | Servia, 1906... se. ane 1}d. 
Provinces, 1907 ... oe! Sd. 
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No. Place. Priel No. Place, Price 
ASIA (continued)— | 
EUROPE (continued)— Muscat: | 
Spain: 4085 | Muscat, 1907-8 soo} BBs 
4091 | Barcelona, 1907... woe| 43d. 
4047 | Canary Islands, 1907 ve.| 24d. Persia : 
4012 | Malaga, 1907 ...| 3d. || 4076 | Bunder Abbas and nana 
4045 | Seville, 1907 4d. 1907 ae | 81d. 
3957 | Spain, 1906... oe 74d. | 3951 | Bushire, 1906-7 one 3d. 
4087 | Kerman, 1907-8 ... 2d. 
Sweden: 3953 | Kermanshah, 1906-7 13d. 
5950 | Finances, 1905-8, report on| 14d. | 4100 " 1907-8 lid, 
4006 | Khorasan, 1906-7 ... 2d. 
Switzerland : | 3970) | Seistan & Kain, 1906-7 2d. 
3961 | Switzerland, 1906 ... vee} 20, 
| Siam: 
Turkey: | 4105 | Chiengmai, 1907 ... 21d. 
3975 | Adrianople,1907 . .-.| 2d, | 3999 | Saiburi & Puket, 1907 ld, 
4061 | Aleppo and Adana, 1907 .../ 33d. 
4073 | Baghdad, 1907 one | 44d AMERICA, NORTH— 
4024 Basra, 1907 . 2d. | Mexico: 
4009 Constantinople, 1907 2$d.|| 3958 | Budget for 1908-9, wage on! 14d, 
4056 | Crete, 1907 ... eee .| 4$d.)) 4102 Mexico, 1907 - | 23d. 
4080 | Damascus, 1907 ld. || 3994 Progreso, 1907 oie ld. 
4040 | Monastir, 1907 4d. || 3993 | Salina Cruz, 1907 ... id. 
4116 | Mosul, 1907 w.| 4d. || 4051 | Tampico, 1907 1d. 
3974 | Palestine, 1907 .| 13d.|| 4021 | Vera Cruz, 1907 lid. 
AFRICA— | United States of America: 
4088 | Port Said and Suez, 1907...) 5d. || 3982 | Baltimore, 1907 | 2hd. 
4058 | Zanzibar and Pemba, 1907 34d, 4038 | Boston, 1907 ve 
4093 Chicago, 1907 one 4d. 
ASIA— '| 3980 Finances, 1906-7, report 01 on| 2d. 
China: ‘| 4039 Galveston, 1907... ooe| Dd. 
4014 | Amoy, 1907... one 3d. || 3979 | Hawaii, 1906-7... 3d. 
3992 | Antung, 1907 1d. || 4055 | New Orleans, 1907.. 23d, 
4082 | Canton, 1907 1d. || 4035 | New York, 1907 2d. 
4011 | Chinkiang, 1907 4d. || 4057 | States of Oregon, Washing- 
4081 | Chungking, 1907 1d. ton, Idaho and ase 
4015 | Hankow, 1907 54d.) 1907 we) 3d. 
4103 | Ichang, 1907 ld. | 4043 Philadelphia, 1907 .. 2d. 
4031 | Kiukiang, 1907 24d.|| 4049 | Porto Rico, 1907 13d. 
4042 | Nanking, 1907 , 2d, || 3998 | San Francisco, 1907 3d. 
4000 | Newchwang, 1907 .., 24d.| 3986 | Savannah, 1907. hd. 
4036 | Ningpo, 1907 24d.|| 3969 | United States, 1907 3d. 
4060 | Pakhoi, 1907 2d. 
4108 | Shanghai, 1907 13d. AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
4104 | Shasi, 1907 ... 4d. Costa Rica: 
4067 | Teng Yueh, 1907 3id. || 4090 | Costa Rica, 1907 .. ld. 
4965 | Wuchow, 1907 4d. 
3984 | Wuhu, 1907... a 3d. Guatemala: 
4101 | Guatemala, 1907 24d. 
| Japan: 4098 | Quezaltenango, 1907 hd. 
4013 | Dairen (Dalny), 1907 | 24d. || 
4003 | Hakodate, 1907 : .| 64d.) Honduras 
4026 | Japan, 1907.. oy 4}.d|| 3995 Honduras, 1906-7 ... 1d, 
3983 | Kobe, 1907 . ; ws| 43d. 
4041 | North Formosa, 1907 3, | AMERICA, SOUTH— 
4106 | Shimonoseki, 1907. .| 23d Argentine Republic. 
4083 Tainan, 1907 eee 13d. 4064 | Buenos Ayres, 1907... eco] 20. 
668 | The Hokkaido ...| 24d.|| 4078 | Rosario, 1907 | Qhd. 
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| 
No. | Place. Price’ No. | Place. Price 
{| 
| AMERICA, SOUTH AMERICA, SOUTH 
(continur d)— | (continued) — 
| Brazil: | Paraguay : | 
4096 | Bahia, 1907.. 2!d.|| 4086 | Paraguay, 1907 | 3d. 
4054 | Brazil, 1907 .. 14d. 
4111 | Para, 1907 ... Thd. Peru: | 
3952 | Santos, 1905-6 23d || 4074 | Peru, 1907 ... | 4d. 
4075 m 1907.. l3d. | 
. ‘ Annex.. w..| 24. |] Uruguay: | 
667 Mining Industry in the | 4052 | Uruguay, 1907 oes} 4d. 
_ State of Minas Geravs ...| 14d. | 
| Venezuela: 
Chile: | 3965 | Ciudad Bolivar, 1907 24d. 
3978 | Chile, 1907 ... 83d.| 
3976 | Coquimlo, 1907 2d. WEST INDIES— 
3954 | Cuba, 1906 . ae 1d. 
Colombia: 4044 | Hayti and Santo Domingo, | 
3956 Colombia, 1907 . ld. 1907 ae aoe “ 2d. 

















Treaty Series. 

The following numbers of the Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign 
Office since the lst January, 1908, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman 
& Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. :— 








No. 





Price. 





11 


Trinidad and Tobago : 
| Accession of Trinidad and Tobago to the Industrial Property 
Convention of 1883, as modified oe the Additional Act of 


1900 


_ Treaty between the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
| Norway and Russia respecting the Independence and 


Egyp 
Agreement additional to the Commercial Convention between 
the United Kingdom and Egypt of 29th October, 1889 


Rus 


€: 


sia: 


Norway: 


| Territorial Integrity of Norway 
Sweden : 


a —— 


Protocol recording accession of Russia to the International 
Sugar Convention of 5th March, 1902, and Additional Act 
of 28th August, 1907 


Accession of Sweden to the International Sanitary Conven- 
tion signed at Paris, December 3rd, 1903 on ace 


Sweden and Norway: 
Notes exchanged between the United Kingdom and Sweden 
and Norway relative to the Agreement of 12th J ly, 1881, 
for the Mutual Relief of Distressed Seamen 


eee - bd. 


4d. 


2d. 


hd. 


$d, 
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No | Price 
Germany: 
8 Supplementary Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Germany respecting Commercial Travellers’ Samples __... hd. 
France : 
3 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the New Hebrides cee eee 23d. 
7 Convention between the United Kingdom "and France 
respecting Commercial Relations between France and 
Barbados ... ‘ ie one one “se enn Ad. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting Death Duties ove oe oce eee eee id. 
Belgium : 
24 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Belgium con- 
cerning the exchange of insured letters and boxes oid 1d, 
Spain: 
9 Accession of Spain to the Declaration respecting Maritime 
Law signed at Paris, April 16th, 1856 one $d. 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain ‘amend- 
ing Article 5 of the Agreement of November 25th, 1875, 
respecting the Postal Service between Gibraltar and Spain id, 
Italy: 
20 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy respect- 
ing Commercial Travellers’ Samples ... eee ce ea hd. 
Bulgaria: 
1 Commercial Convention, Protocol, and Declaration between 


the United Kingdom and Bulgaria ... ote eee ape 3d, 


Servia: 
13 Treaty of Commerce between the United ee and 
Servia... eee oes ees ode os . ese 2d. 





United States of America: 

17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America respecting the Protection, Preservation 
and Propagation of Fuod Fishes in the Waters contiguous 
to the United States and the Dominion of Canada hd. 
18 Treaty between the United Kingdomand the United States 
of America respecting the Demarcation of the International 
Boundary between the United States and the Dominion of 
Canada ... - ld. 
21 Arbitration Convention between the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America, together with an Exchange 
of Notes as to the Interpretation of Article 2 ‘ 3d. 
22 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America providing (1) for the conv eyance of persons in 
custody for trial either in the Dominion of Canada or the 
United States through the territory of the other; and (2) 
for reciprocal rights in wrecking and salvage in the waters 
contiguous to the boundary between the Dominion of 


Canada and the United States ee oes re one hd, 
Panama: 
15 Parcel Pest Agreement between the United Kingdom and 


Panama ... 7 dee sist wid alee ame ae ld. 











}% 
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No. | 


————.» 


Price. 





14 


23 





Colombia: 


Accession of Colombia to the Convention signed at Geneva, 


6th July, 1906, for the amelioration of the condition of 
the Wounded and Sick in Armies in the Field sn 


Paraguay : 


Declaration between the United Kingdom and Paraguay 


amending the Treaty of Commerce of 16th October, 1884.. 





Declaration and Memorandum between the United Kingdom, 


Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden, 
concerning the maintenance of the Status Quo in the 
Territories bordering upon the North Sea ... 








hd. 


4d. 


id. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 


since the lst January, aaa may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Fetter Lane, K.C.: 





2 Shest in oe —T he ated an See cltiny ae Sibel nt ie 25 Pat Yne! past a? ascot - ™ 23 5 

















No, Place. Price. 
Annual— 

553 St. Lucia, 1906-7 ... one ree _ we ove 2d. 
554 Southern Nigeria, 1906 ove ove ove ove ooo | Lid. 
555 St. Vincent, 1906-7 son ove ove ove 2d. 
556 Basutoland, 1906-7 ~ one eee oe 3d, 
557 East Africa Protectorate eee cee ove one 3d, 
558 Uganda Protectorate see ove eee 2d. 
559 Swaziland, 1906-7 nae ine ld. 
560 St. Helena, 1907.. oe me one oie _ 33d. 
561 Ceylon, 1907 _ _ ont _ wee 3d. 
562 Falkland Islands, 1907 . sa jen _ 13d, 
563 Gibraltar, 1907 ... 13d. 
564 Ashanti, 1907 a 2d. 
565 Report of the Colonial Survey Committee, 1907- 8—Surveys 

of British Africa, Ceylon, and the Federated Malay States | ls. 10d. 
566 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, 1907 2d. 
567 Seychelles, 1907.. _ bet cee eee 23d. 
568 | Bermuda, 1907 ... oon - 2d. 
569 | Weihaiwei, 1907... 13d. 
570 | Hong Kong, 1907 2d. 
s71 | Malta, 1907-8... 23d. 
DTZ British Honduras, 1907.. Od. 
73 | Gold Coast, 1907 . — 
574 Nyasaland Protectorate, 1907-8 3d. 
DTS Bahamas, 1907-8 ‘in ran nid oe 3d. 
_ Cyprus, 1907—S... _ ss nes ove coe 4d. 

Miscellaneous— 

45 East Africa Protectorate: Geology .. 6d, 
46 | Northern Nigeria: Mineral Survey, 1904-5 (Second Report) 2d. 
47 Northern Nigeria : Mineral Survey, 1905-6 ove ooo | 2ad. 
48 Nyasaland Protectorate : Mineral Survey, 1906-7 24d 
49 East Africa Protectorate : Veterinary Department, 1906- 7 Bhd, 
50 British Cotton Cultivation ... oue “ 23d. 
51 Southern Nigeria: Forest Administration, 1906 | 5d. 
52 South Africa: Native Education (Part Ul .—Education in 

the Protectorates) ove one se ore unt Te 
53 East Africa Protectorate : Veterinary Bacteriological 

Work, 1907-8 . 1d, 
54 Newfoundland : Report by the ‘Governor on a Visit to the 

Miemae Indians at Bay D’Espoir . - - aa  - 
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Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that maybe received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada and Queensland have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


India.—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. ‘The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
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INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland.— The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the- State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of vertain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 
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